
Ayear ago we wrote in this
newsletter about the inception
of the Ruedi Futures Study

and how it was time to get a han-
dle on what is happening in the
lower Fryingpan River Valley
in terms of recreation activity
and the aquatic within .
There are a number of influ-
ences in the Fryingpan,
including the presence and
operation of Ruedi
Reservoir. The reservoir and
river are connected like a
hand and an arm – when one
moves, it affects the other.
When the releases to the river
are increased, the reservoir draws
down more quickly. When the reser-
voir level is maintained, flows in the
river can decrease. The hand and the
arm are pulled by other forces,
including the demands for water
downstream for consumptive uses
and endangered fish recovery, preferred
target levels for Fryingpan River angling
activities, enhancement of summer recre-
ation at the reservoir, and the potential
future Eastern Slope request for Ruedi’s
precious resource. The issues surround-
ing Ruedi are complex, but we feel it is
imperative to understand exactly what is
at stake when the reservoir and river are
pushed and pulled in different directions
within the western water arena.

During the last 18 months, we have
been heavily involved in implementing
an economic study, and coordinating the
fishery study under the direction of Bill
Miller of Miller Ecological Consultants.

These studies will contribute key infor-
mation to many future decision-making
processes about management of Ruedi
Reservoir. They are also coming at a
perfect time, here and now, when issues
are in the air. The fishery study is taking
place during one of the lowest flow win-
ters we have seen on the Fryingpan
River in the last 20 years. The economic
study results will be available in time to
give to the Bureau of Reclamation,
which is soliciting comments on its pro-
posal to obtain a multi-year lease
(through the year 2012) to secure Ruedi
water for the Endangered Fish Recovery
Program on the Colorado River.

The remainder of this article covers
what is being researched and learned

through these two studies. 
The fishery study, which is
geared toward understanding

the needs of the trout species
that inhabit our rivers, will
wrap up at the end of the
year. Two products have
emerged from the study
thus far – a literature
review tracking research
and field studies that have
been performed on the

Fryingpan and lower Roaring
Fork Rivers since 1943; and

an interim report describing the
fieldwork that was undertaken by

Miller in 2001. Both are available
at the Conservancy’s office and on
our website. 

Highlights of the fieldwork
include establishment of stream
transect sites for the taking of ele-
vation, flow, depth, temperature,

and habitat measurements. Three sites on
the Fryingpan River and one site on the
Roaring Fork were chosen for transects
– each representative of the aquatic habi-
tat features commonly found on the
Fryingpan and lower Roaring Fork. The
data collected from these sites provides
the base for the instream flow/habitat
relationship modeling, which will con-
clude later this year. The purpose of this
model is to predict how different types
of trout habitat change with streamflows.  

Miller also has created simulated
spawning redds on the Fryingpan River,
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What is at Stake in the Fryingpan
By Kristine Crandall

Percentage of Expenditures by Category:
Fryingpan River Visitors with Overnight Stay

(average expenditure per visitor per night: $135.62)

User 
Fees/Licenses

4%
Gas/Grocery

12%

Restaurant
17%

Guide Fees
10%

Car Rental/
Airfare

5%
Retail
12%

Lodging
40%



placing a thermograph and tube for
measuring dissolved oxygen within each
redd. The thermographs measure temper-
ature hourly, and dissolved oxygen is
measured monthly. The information
gained from this aspect of the study will
be very helpful in assessing spawning
conditions for both brown and rainbow
trout. 

Macroinvertebrate populations are
being looked at closely on the Fryingpan
and lower Roaring Fork due to their
important influence on fishery health.
Samples were taken in the fall of 2001,
and will be repeated this spring. The ini-
tial findings of the fall sampling on the
Fryingpan show a very impressive diver-
sity and density of macroinvertebrates,
indicating high water quality. By the end
of the year, all of these specific examina-
tions of trout habitat conditions will be
joined into a final report and assessment
of the current health of the fishery.

Factors that are limiting trout popula-
tions will be described, as will any oper-
ational recommendations for Ruedi that
would benefit the trout fishery and over-
all aquatic ecosystem. 

The economic study has created a
terrific opportunity to examine the
behavior of Homo sapiens on the
Fryingpan River, on and around Ruedi
Reservoir, and within the economy of
the Roaring Fork Valley. We went out on
the lower Fryingpan River on 63 days
between November 2000 and October
2001, contacting people directly and giv-
ing them a survey to fill out and mail
back. This same process was followed at
Ruedi Reservoir on 28 days from May
through September 2001. After all was
said and done, a total of 541 river sur-
veys and 406 reservoir surveys were dis-
tributed. Response rates were exception-
ally high for a mail-in survey, settling at
74% for the river survey and 68% for
the reservoir survey.

The river and reservoir each repre-
sents a distinct set of recreation visitors.
Not surprisingly, anglers accounted for
an overwhelming 97% of those surveyed
on the river, while reservoir respondents
participated in a variety of activities
including fishing, water-skiing, sailing,
motor-boating, jet-skiing, canoeing/
kayaking, sailboarding, camping, pic-
nicking, and hiking. Of all river respon-
dents, 84% were non-local (50% from
elsewhere in Colorado and 34% from
out of state). Compare this to the reser-
voir, where 52% of respondents were
local, 44% came from elsewhere in
Colorado, and only 4% were from out of
state. These statistics set the stage for the
economic impact results because eco-
nomic contributions to the Roaring Fork
Valley stem from visits made by tourists,
not locals. Tourists coming to the
Fryingpan River represent the most
important economic force identified in
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In November 2001, the final implementation recommenda-
tions for storm water runoff management improvements
were presented to the Town of Basalt Trustees. The six

specific improvements were developed by Robert Krehbiel.
All of them would enhance water quality, and are detailed to
include engineering-scale design and specifications, as well as
rough cost estimates. The next step will be for the Town to
initiate the improvements, which
will depend on funding availabil -
ity. For more information on the
proposed improvements, please
call Bob Gish at the Town or
Kristine Crandall at the
Conservancy, or stop by the
Conservancy office for a closer
look at the report.

The broader philosophy
behind the Town of Basalt proj-
ect was to create a case study
that could be used for other com-
munities to model. The
Conservancy is very excited to
bring a similar type of project to
Glenwood Springs, through
another Section 319 Nonpoint
Source Pollution grant that was
recently secured. The project,
which will begin later this sum-
mer and run through 2004, will
evaluate storm water runoff in

Glenwood Springs and establish Best Management Practice
(BMP) recommendations for implementation. Another key
project goal is the development of nonpoint source pollution
education programming within Mike Wilde’s River Watch
class at Glenwood Springs High School. Students will learn
about the causes of storm water runoff and its effects on our
rivers’ water quality, gaining hands-on experience through the

project’s storm water evaluation aspect. 
The City of Glenwood Springs is at

a critical point in defining its nonpoint
source pollution runoff management.
With a population of approximately
8,300, Glenwood does not presently fall
within the Phase 2 Storm Water
Management regulatory process, which
targets communities with a population
of over 10,000. However given its
growth trend and increased urbanization,
as well as influx of tourists, it is in a
position to take steps toward compre-
hensive storm water management. The
Glenwood Springs Town Council has
voiced strong interest in supporting
proactive management of storm water
runoff, which will be greatly facilitated
through this project.
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Connecting Storm Water Runoff from Basalt To Glenwood Springs
By Kristine Crandall

the study.
Total annual visitor use on the pub-

lic stretches of the Fryingpan River has
been estimated at 34,000 visitor days. A
large proportion of this use (72%) occurs
in the area of the river from the dam to
Mile Marker 12. Based on the surveys’
expenditure data, the estimated annual
direct expenditures generated within the
Roaring Fork Valley by recreation activi-
ties on the public stretches of the lower
Fryingpan River is $ 2.6 million. The
estimated direct expenditures related to
summer recreation activities at Ruedi
Reservoir total $147,000. The study’s
final results will also include the total
additional economic output and new

jobs that are linked to direct spending by
visitors at the two sites. As an example
of types of expenditures made by
Fryingpan River Valley visitors, the
accompanying pie chart shows the pro-
portion of expenditures by category for
visitors to the lower Fryingpan River
who stayed overnight.

The economic study report will be
issued in May. If you are interested in
receiving a copy of the report, or have
questions about the survey or the study
in general, please contact Kristine
Crandall at the Conservancy. Between
the findings generated by the economic
and fishery studies, there will be an
extensive, scientifically credible collec-

tion of information specific to the
Fryingpan River and Ruedi. We are
grateful to our Ruedi Futures Study proj-
ect partners, the Colorado River Water
Conservation District and Ruedi Water
and Power Authority, for helping make
this project a reality. Support for the
fishery study has also been generously
provided by the Town of Basalt, General
Service Foundation, Trout Unlimited,
and Eagle County. We certainly hope the
information generated will be drawn
upon over and over again, for it repre-
sents what we have at stake within the
beautiful red canyon walls of the
Fryingpan River Valley.

Fryingpan, from page 2

Conservancy’s Tim O’Keefe and Lindsay Hoffmann help Basalt
Elementary School kids stencil signs onto curbs near storm drains. These
signs urge citizens not to pollute local rivers by pouring toxic waste or
garbage into the sewers.



The Conservancy is extremely fortunate to welcome fellow Fryingpan
Valley resident and volunteer Ann Stark to our Technical Advisory
Committee. Ann is currently GIS Specialist for both Pitkin County and the

City of Aspen, and has lived in the Roaring
Fork Valley for just over three years.
Previously, Ann was GIS Coordinator for
the Tillamook Bay National Estuary Project
– an EPA funded citizen group studying the
Tillamook Watershed in Oregon. While
employed there, she opened and ran the
Tillamook Watershed Resource Center;
provided mapping for Comprehensive
Watershed Reports; and completed her
Master’s thesis on the habitat needs of
coastal salmon populations. We are thrilled

to have such a dedicated watershed expert and enthusiast in our midst!
Ann has recently helped the Conservancy map all of its conservation ease-
ments with GPS, and created GIS overlays showing critical information that
can be used over time to track our stewardship goals and results for each
property. Most recently, she created a topographic overlay of the entire
Roaring Fork Valley Watershed for the Conservancy. To view or download
copies of Ann’s watershed map, contact the Conservancy or check out
http://www.rof.net/wp/starkdna/portfolio.html. Thanks Ann!
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Spotlight on Superstar Vo l u n t e e r s

Ann Stark

Diane Moore

Diane Moore has an educational
background in environmental science
and land use planning and has worked
for county and city governments, private
sectors, and nonprofit organizations.
Diane is presently overseeing several
real estate investments, managing the
remodel of her home, and is involved in
photography.
Welcome Diane!

Diane Schwener 
Diane Schwener, the founder and

president of Schwener Design Group,
recently joined our board. Diane’s
expertise in marketing and design will
undoubtedly be an incredible asset to the
Conservancy’s fund-raising and public
relations efforts.
Greetings Diane!

Mimi Teschner
Thirty-two year valley resident

Mimi Teschner came from Louisiana via 
Switzerland and New York to live and
work here. Along with being an active 
community volunteer, she works as
Director of Development, fundraising
for the Aspen Music Festival and
School. She is delighted to be 
associated 
with the
Conservancy
and its
impressive
endeavors.

Welc ome Ne w Board Me mbers

The Colorado Department of
Transportation has released a report
that reviews various deicers used on

Colorado mountain roadways, including
magnesium chloride. The report contains
scientific background information on
acetate and chloride-based deicers as well
as sand. A loaner copy of the report, enti-
tled “Evaluation of Selected Deicers Based
on a Review of the Literature,” is available
at the Conservancy’s office. 

Information on
Deicers

By Kristine Crandall



Some big changes have taken place at the Conservancy.
In late January of this year, Water Quality Coordinator

Paul Hempel decided to move on and is no longer with the
Conservancy. As a result, Director of Field Programs Rick
Lofaro became the new Water Quality Coordinator providing
a new face to the program. Rick can still be seen out and
about, but these days he is looking more like a chemist than a
field biologist. The transition has been smooth, and our pro-
grams are as strong as ever. We have successfully completed

four monthly sampling events to-date and are excited to com-
plete the remaining sampling events throughout the rest of the
year. The Conservancy will continue to produce the State of
the River Report, as well as analyze the data from the report
annually.

In addition to the Water Quality program remaining the
same, the Conservancy will continue to participate in the
Colorado Division of Wildlife’s (CDOW) River Watch
Program. In 1998, the Conservancy teamed up with the
CDOW to expand and revitalize the program in the Roaring
Fork Valley. To-date, schools in the valley participating in
sampling include: Colorado Mountain College (Spring Valley
Campus), Marble Charter School, Carbondale Middle School,
Roaring Fork High School, Alpine Christian Academy, Aspen
High School, and veterans Glenwood Springs and Basalt High
Schools, who have been involved in the River Watch program
for nearly a decade. The Conservancy has also trained and
certified over 30 adult volunteers that make up six Stream
Teams throughout the Valley. Stream Teams are located in
Glenwood Springs, Carbondale, Redstone, Snowmass,
Snowmass Village (Aspen Skiing Company), and Aspen.

As usual, the strength of our Water Quality program lies in
our outstanding volunteers. Although we have a well-estab-
lished network of volunteers, we are always looking for more
help. We will be scheduling volunteer recruitment meetings
this summer throughout the valley. For information on volun-
teering, please call Rick at the Conservancy at 927-1290 or e-
mail him at rick@roaringfork.org.

Our Water Quality program today is the result of the hard
work and dedication brought to the Conservancy by Paul
Hempel. Paul was instrumental in getting this program up and
running and establishing a solid volunteer network. We thank
him for all that he gave us, and wish him the best of luck in
the future.
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The New Face of Water Quality
By Rick Lofaro

Maroon Creek Restoration Project - Aspen, Saturday, June 29th 

Roaring Fork Charity Classic - Sunday evening, June 30th 

and Monday, July 1st

River Rendezvous - We d n e s d a y, July 24th

River Days - August 17th and 18th

For further details please see our website, www. r o a r i n g f o r k . o rg

R i v e r  E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r



“The mediocre teacher tells. The
good teacher explains. The superior
teacher demonstrates. The great
teacher inspires.” – William A. Ward

Think back. Think back to when you
were a child. What natural places did
you play in? What water holes did you
explore? What creeks did you get muddy
and wet in? What rocks did you over-
turn? What discoveries did you make?

For residents in the Roaring Fork
Valley, finding natural places for discov-
ery and inspiration is as easy as walking
out our front door. We are blessed with a
beautiful Valley – rugged mountains,
peaceful forests, and thundering rivers.
Yet despite being surrounded by pristine
settings, we have so many distractions
that compete for our time and keep us
from simply exploring nature. The days
of carefree wandering and experiential
learning are filled with email and cell
phones, sports teams and homework,
jobs and families. These things keep us
from exploring and connecting with
nature’s wonders and complexities.
People need these connections with
nature in order to understand it better;
the most effective way for anyone to do
this is to get outside and experience it.

That’s what we hope to accomplish

through the Conservancy’s education
programs. We want students of all ages
to have a positive experience outdoors
by learning about our amazing rivers
and how to protect them. If they have a
positive riparian experience, their inspi-
ration will lead to further exploration
and questioning. When people ask
questions they usually find answers that
help them understand the importance of
natural resources such as rivers. The
Conservancy strives to responsibly use
nature as our classroom and help stu-
dents and adults make those connec-
tions.

As part of our commitment to inspir-
ing our Valley’s students about our
rivers, we have been working on devel-
oping educational tools, such as our
expanded website (see accompanying
article) and new educational programs.
This year we have encouraged scientific
exploration of riverbanks and wetlands.
We have inspired and excited students
about the water cycle, watersheds, aquat-
ic insects, and animals through fun
games and data collection. We have
taught kids about water quality and river
history while rafting the Colorado River.
We even bring parts of the river into the
classroom when students cannot go to
the river. Our hope is that these experi-
ences have inspired and challenged our 

Valley’s youth to continue their watery
explorations.

So as you think back to your child-
hood, think of the places that inspired
you. What are the places that inspire you
today? We want to encourage you to turn
off you cell phone or click off your tele-
vision and come exploring with us.
We’re sure that our Valley’s rivers will
teach and inspire you as it has us.

I n s p i r i n g  S t u d e n t s  t o  M a k e  C o n n e c t i o n s
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Students study model watersheds during a spring
break day at Rock Bottom Ranch.

By Tim O’Keefe

In April, the Conservancy released its updated web-
site at www.roaringfork.org. The new site features infor-
mation on Conservancy programs, links to partners and
stream flow data, resources for teachers and students, an
events calendar, technical publications, program
brochures, and places to sign-up to volunteer or donate to
the Conservancy. Thank you to Intrcomm Technology’s
Site Management Console, the Conservancy now has the
capability to update the website in-house. Keep coming
back to the site, as it will be updated often!

Check Out RFC’s Updated Website!

Columbine preschoolers observing 
aquatic insects during an Insectopia class. 



7 river currentsSpring/Summer 2002

New Conservation Easements

The Conservancy is pleased to announce several new
activities in its conservation corner. We recently received a
conservation easement in the Crystal River Park Subdivision
in Redstone, donated by Redstone resident Dr. Robert Brooks.
Dr. Brooks donated a scenic, wooded lot that connects open
space to part of a migration corridor for deer and elk. The lot
receives much activity from deer, elk, and other mammals;
provides habitat for numerous birds; and scenic relief for
humans. This is our first conservation project in the Crystal
River Valley, and promises not to be our last. 

The Conservancy also received a land donation from
Virginia Parker, of Emma, Colorado, of twenty-five acres on
Happy Day Ranch (that’s right, the ranch on the corner!),
which she deeded to the Conservancy in her will last year. We
are extremely excited about this acquisition - the land is spec-
tacular, forms part of the core of Emma, and deserves all the
protection it can get! Thank you Ginny!

The Conservancy is currently negotiating several other
conservation easements on approximately 260 acres of riparian
and wetland habitat throughout the Roaring Fork Valley. Most
recently, Pitkin County Open Space and Trails (OST) asked
the Conservancy to hold an easement on the property known
as Filoha Meadows near Redstone if they are successful in
obtaining a grant from Great Outdoors Colorado (funded by
lottery proceeds) to help purchase the property for open space.

Filoha Meadows is adjacent to Hot Springs Ranch Open
Space (purchased by Pitkin County OST last summer), across
the Crystal River from the Penny Hot Springs. It includes 50
acres of riparian, wetland, and critical wildlife habitat for
bighorn sheep and elk. If you have spent any time in Redstone,
you have probably seen a herd of bighorn sheep wintering in
Filoha Meadows. Heated by thermal vents, these meadows
stay clear of snow most of the winter, and combined with its
extensive wetlands, the property provides refuge for a variety
of wildlife species including mountain lion, black bear, golden
eagles, and deer. Preservation of Filoha Meadows will help
unite a large, ecologically significant area almost entirely sur-
rounded by White River National Forest and Pitkin County
Open Space. Look for updates in our upcoming newsletters!

Property Analysis and Habitat Planning 
for Perpetuity

The Conservancy has recently acquired revolutionary new
software created by the Center for Natural Lands Management
called PAR (Property Analysis Record). This software has
been developed to aid land trusts in evaluating land and poten-

tial conservation projects; planning long-term stewardship pro-
grams; and determining accurate costs for such programs.
Land conservation is not an inexpensive or simple endeavor,
and it is increasingly important for land trusts to have compre-
hensive strategies for accepting, managing, and costing conser-
vation projects. 

The only drawback to PAR is that its species lists are cur-
rently adapted to California. The Conservancy will pursue
ways to adapt the species list to Colorado, so that the software
may be more useful to other Colorado-based land trusts. We
are hoping to share as much of this information as possible to
help bring all land trusts together in a united effort to plan
more sustainable conservation projects.

What is a Conservation Easement and How
Can it Help Me?

Tools for land conservation are rapidly becoming standard
vocabulary used by landowners around the country. Navigating
this field, however, may seem daunting at the outset. While
there are several ways in which a landowner may choose to
protect his/her land and potentially receive tax relief in
exchange, conservation easements are some of the most popu-
lar forums for this purpose. 

A conservation easement is a legal agreement between a
landowner and a land trust (or government agency) that allows
the landowner to retain ownership of the land, while perma-
nently giving up certain rights that would endanger the proper-
ty’s integrity, or conservation values. A conservation easement
is flexible and often a good option for landowners because it
has no set requirements, and may be tailored to suit the
landowner’s needs. For instance, farm or ranch land may be
protected from future development while allowing the
landowner to continue farming the land. A landowner may also
retain the right to build a house on a designated portion of
land, while preserving the rest of the land and its primary con-
servation values (i.e., land near streams or wetlands might be
preserved, while allowing a homesite in a less-sensitive upland
area). 

The major benefit to landowners is that their property lia-
bility is decreased dollar-for-dollar by the value of the conser-
vation easement, up to a certain level. Therefore, if a landown-
er donates a $100,000 conservation easement, he/she may take
a $100,000 income tax credit over the next several years, and
potentially benefit from a significant drop in estate taxes.
While land trusts are not qualified to advise you on the actual
tax benefit of donating a conservation easement (you’ll need a
tax advisor for this), they can help you determine if your land
has potential for conservation, and if so, how to proceed with

N o t e s  o n  L a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n
By Suzanne Fusaro

See Easements, next page
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They’re back! Great blue herons have returned to the
Roaring Fork Valley for the spring and summer sea-
sons. At least 20 pairs have landed at the rookery

located partially on our Cattle Creek Confluence
Conservation Easement and partially across the river, at the
Aspen Glen Water Treatment Facility. The birds have chosen
two large ponderosa pines, on either side of the river, to
return to this year and at least 30 heron chicks have been
spotted (and heard) in the nests. For the past two years, the
herons have chosen to nest on these unmistakable landmarks
on the banks of the Roaring Fork. The birds arrived in late
February, right on schedule, and will spend the summer in
the Valley before heading south for another winter.

Although it is easy to spot the graceful birds in the air,
from the road it is hard to see the large blue/gray bodies in
the ponderosas. In order to monitor the herons and their
movements the Conservancy uses a high-powered spotting
scope. We keep detailed notes to record how many birds are
on each nest, which becomes especially important when the
young have hatched. Notes are also kept on the number of
nests in each tree. After monitoring the birds weekly for
about a month, their habits and movements begin to 
become familiar.

Herons return to the valley annually to nest along our
river. The presence of herons are an indicator of a healthy
riparian ecosystem. Not only are they beautiful birds but
they’re also a sure sign that the Roaring Fork Conservancy is
hard at work.

the best conservation strategy for you. 
Most land trusts do ask for a donation or endowment to help fund stewardship and legal costs over a conservation ease-

ment’s life (which is forever!), so it is important to remember that while conserving land has inherent value, and often signifi-
cant tax incentives, it will not make you rich, nor will it necessarily be cost-free. Regardless, the best strategy for considering
any conservation option is to contact your local land trust and ask about different ways in which you may be able to find a solu-
tion to protecting your land for the benefit of the public and the environment.

For more information, or to receive a free brochure on various conservation options, please call the Roaring Fork
Conservancy at 927-1290, or check out our newly updated website!

Great Blues Equal Great News
By Lindsay Hoffmann

Plans are moving ahead with the creation of the
Conservancy’s new education facility! The River
Center will be “an innovative education center inspir-

ing the community to experience, embrace, and protect our
Valley’s rivers.” This March, the Conservancy sent requests
for qualifications to local architects to begin the design team
selection process. We will be selecting a team and beginning
design work by late summer. Our River Center Capital
Campaign will begin in the near future. To find out how you
can support the River Center project, contact Carlyle Kyzer
at (970) 927-2689 or at abwenzi@rof.net. For questions
about the River Center project, contact Tim O’Keefe at (970)
927-1290 or tim@roaringfork.org.

River Center  Update
By Tim O’Keefe

Easements, from page 7
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Dogs Temporarily Banned on Emma 
Open Space Trail

By Lindsay Hoffmann
Raft 
Raft supplies (paddles and life
jackets)
Front wheel drive vehicle
35 mm camera
Digital camera
Power Point projector
Computers (Pentium III or newer)

If you would like to contribute a
wish list item to the Roaring Fork
Conservancy, please contact us at
927-1290. Thank you very much!

Recently the Conservancy recommended a temporary dog ban on the Rio
Grande Trail connecting Emma to Basalt High School. The trail runs
through Emma Open Space, land conserved jointly by the Conservancy and

Pitkin County Open Space and Trials (OST), as well as through neighboring ranch
lands. Pitkin County Commissioners have since approved the measure, which will
take effect shortly, and remain in place until further notice. 

The scenic Emma Trail is shared by pedestrians, equestrians, cross-country
skiers, bikers, and dog-walkers. Unfortunately, and despite strict leash laws, there
have been numerous complaints from both trail-users and neighbors regarding
unleashed dogs on the trail. While the Conservancy regrets the need for action ban-
ning dogs, the impact of unleashed dogs on the Emma area has been too great to
ignore. Not only have unleashed dogs harassed neighboring landowners and live-
stock, they threaten the conservation values of Emma Open Space, a significant
wildlife migration corridor, by chasing wildlife. OST is currently seeking an
enforcement officer to monitor trail usage at Emma, at which time we will revisit
the ban.

Wa t e r,  Water  Everywhere
Not so. Our precious water supply is
dwindling. Every small effort you make
does make a difference! Some sugges-
tions for water conservation:

• Don’t run water unnecessarily. Turn
it off while shaving, brushing teeth,
and scrubbing dishes, etc. 

• Keep drinking water in the refrigera-
tor, rather than letting the tap run
cool. 

• Defrost frozen food in the fridge
overnight, instead of using water to
thaw it. 

• Scrape dishes instead of rinsing
them. Put a small basin of water in
the sink to collect water. Reuse this
gray water for plants or cleaning.

• Only run the dishwasher when it is
full and only on special occasions. 

• Take showers instead of baths and
make them short. 

• Use the shortest wash cycle your
dishwasher allows. Replace old dish-
washers as they use twice to three
times as much water as newer, more
efficient models.

For more ideas on how you can make a
difference, check out our website at
www.roaringfork.org

Fishery Study Fli es H igh with LightHawk
By Kristine Crandall

The Conservancy had the recent good fortune of working with LightHawk, a
non-profit organization that supports environmental causes by providing air-
plane flights. Through the coordination efforts of LightHawk, Aspen pilot

Hawk Greenway took Bill Miller on an eagle-eye tour of the Fryingpan and Roaring
Fork Rivers. Miller is the principal investigator for the Fryingpan/Roaring Fork
River Fishery Study, and was able to get a better feel for spawning habitat by view-
ing the rivers from above. Miller took dozens of digital photos of the entire study
area, from Ruedi dam downstream along the Fryingpan River and then along the
Roaring Fork River to the Mt. Sopris Tree Farm. The photos represent an important
contribution to the study’s fieldwork data. The fishery study will be completed at
the end of 2002. We are very grateful to Hawk Greenway and Light Hawk for this
opportunity.

S p e c i a l  T h a n k  Y o u ’ s

The R.H. Crossland Foundation has recently committed to a major sponsorship
for the River Rendezvous, the Conservancy's annual fundraising event. Ralph
H. Crossland was a wonderful man who lived a full life as a self-taught musi-

cian. People often said that his warm and engaging personality always made you
feel at home and that he never met a stranger. His children remember his laughter,
gentle nature, and generous spirit. Ralph’s son Rusty talks of his dad as one of his
greatest heros and, along with his wife Ann, and mother Caroline (Ralph’s wife of
52 years), decided to create the R.H. Crossland Foundation to honor Ralph’s memo-
ry and to foster a legacy of helping those who are less fortunate. The Roaring Fork
Conservancy would like to thank Rusty, Ann, J Frost Merriott CPA (Executive
Director), and the R.H. Crossland Foundation for their kind donations and continued
support.

RH Crossland Foundation



Donor Honor Roll, October 2001 - April 2002
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Gold Medal Circle
($5,000 or more)
Aspen Skiing Company 

Environmental Foundation
Meg Goodman and Mike 

Bonini
Carter and Dane Brooksher
Colorado River Water 

Conservation District
Bob and Kathy Courson
Rusty and Ann Crossland
Danis Charitable Trust
Ken and Randy Kendrick
Lynn Nichols and Jim Gilchrist
Chaffin/Light Associates
Jonathan Rinehart Family

Foundation
Roaring Fork Club
Charles and Judy Tate
Arthur and Ellen Temple
Town of Basalt
WB2 Charities Fund

Benefactor
($1,000-$4,999)
Kim and Gloria Anderson
John and Nancy Batchelor
Clay and Louise Bennett
Archer and Sandy Bishop
Doug and Judy Bleiler
Eagle County
Hal and Eleanor Davis
Dylan Gibson, DMD
Rob and Cindy Griem
Susan Gurrentz
Mindy and Jeff Hildebrand
Alan and Peggy Hunt
William Hunt
Nancy and Rich Kinder (Kinder

Foundation)
Larry and Jeanne LeJeune
Meredith and Cornelia Long
Ann Nichols
Margaret and Cliffe Reckling
George and Nancy Records
Paul and Hope Rudnick
Specialty Sports Venture
Lynde Uihlein
Matthew Welles (Pajwell 

Foundation)
Kimberly Welsh

Conservation Partner
($500-$999)
Ainslie Foundation, Inc
Dan and Mary Armour
Aspen Glen Golf Club
John and Joan Bemis
Ray and Mirta Betancourt
Carter and Dane Brooksher
Harry and Judy Collins
Janet and John Coursey
Ducky Derby (Aspen Rotary 

Club)
Bill Riffle and Ruann Ernst
Robert and Donna Harper
David and Ruthie Hoff
Thomas and Mary James
Bill and Sara Joy
George and Sandy Kahle
Richard and Marianne Kipper
Joe and Bonnie Klein
Barton and Nancy Levin
Maria Maniscalchi

Rob Nance
Jack and Barbara Nicklaus
Andy and Cindy Russell
Ford and Susan Schumann
Ralph and Eileen Swett
Mimi Teschner
Jim and Cindy Thorp
Wadsworth Golf Construction

Company
Roy and Donna Wiedinmyer
Larry and Lorrie Winnerman

Spawnsor
($200-$499)
Mark Acerni
Aspen Earthmoving, LLC
Jim and Susan Awalt
Sheryl Barto
Chuck Bellock
Harwood and Judy Beville
Dan and Charlotte Blanks
Alden and Freddy Brown
William Browning
John and Kay Callison
Sarah Cole
Robert and Arlene Cook
Jack and Gesine Crandall
Alden and Michaele Crawford
Paul and Beth DAmato
Jeannette Darnauer
Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton
Nicholas and Maggie Dewolf
Bill and Martha Drake
Bill and Barbara Dunaway
Leroy and Janice Duroux
Tom and Beth Eckert
Elliott Family
Carol Euster-Fuller
Lisa Marie Frantz
Harry and Kay Freyer
Gideon Gartner
Stuart and Anita Gaylor
Julie Hansen
Nick and Mary Harris
William and Kathy Hegberg
Melinda Hildebrand
John Laatsch
John and Pam Mariani
John and Laura Marlow
John and Laurie McBride
Mike and Sarah McConnell
Pat and Barbara McMahon
Kent and Elizabeth Meager
Randy and Linda Patton
James and Hensley Peterson
John Randle and Jennifer 

Hawkins
Cliffe and Margaret Reckling
Bernard Rogers
Philip and Marcia Rothblum
Gary and Barbara Sorensen
David and Sigrid Stapleton
Bruce and Nancy Stevens
Bill and Anne Tobey
Michael and Rhonda Vess
Cynthia Wayburn
Betty Weiss
Fred Wooden
Robert and Sarah Woods
Gery and Joanie Zacher

Outfitter
($100-$199)
Elizabeth and Byron Anderson

Kelly and Julie Atkins
Craig and Dee Beaudry
Robert and Janet Blaich
Mark Bradley
Buzz and Marian Brown
David and Sandy Burden
Ziska Childs
Linda Cottle
John Cottle
Carl and Nan Eklund
John Elkins and Susan Kaye
Stephen Ellsperman
George and Susan Fesus
Jerry and Nanette Finger
Bert Fingerhut and Caroline 

Hicks
Paula Fothergill
Albert and Judy Glickman
Julie Goldstein
David and Jean Goldstein
Kenneth and Marian 

Greenwood
Cap and Jennifer Grossman
Bill and Joyce Gruenberg
Tim and Kay Hagman
Glenn Hartmann
Tom and Joanne Healy
Palmer and Carol Hood
Ruth Howell
Thomas Hurlburt
Samuel and Ann Johnson
Elizabeth and Kelly Klein
Harold and Bonnie Kloosterman
William and Karen Lauder
Doug and Rebecca Leibinger
Bill Lukes
Susan Manchee and David Bork
Austin and Anne Marquis
Ed Mascarin
Bruce and Kris McKinnon
Mike and Sally McLarry
Diana Myers
Darrick Mytty
William and Candy Palmer
Thomas Peirce
Steve and Libby Pettit
John and Monika Preston
Brooks and Sherry Reed
John and Hope Reese
Dan and Linda Reinhardt
Tim and Robin Reynolds
Robert and Myra Rich
Anne Rickenbaugh
Dave and Carole Schuller
Richard Schwerdt
Charles and Bev Shaw
Dwight Shellman
Tom and Martha Singleton
Damaris Skouras
Charles and Mary Sledge
Frederick and Barbara Smith
Mike and Kit Strang
Ron and Wynoka Terry
William and Nell Waring
William and Katie Weaver
Pierre and Beth Wille
David and Susan Young
Paul and Angie Young

Friend
($25-$99)
Gerry and Bruce Barker
Jeanne Beaudry
Mike and Katie Beaudry

Richard and Linda Beidleman
B.W. and Jeanne Bilberry
Cindy Bingham
Ernie and Betty Bradley
Michal Ann Brimm
Darrell and Suzanne Brown
Ruthie Brown
Michelle Brune
Roger and Helen Carlsen
Annette Chiappe
Molly and Steven Child
Chris Chisesi
Lance Clark and Susan Philp
Jim Curtis
Rachel Dayton
Dennis Devine and Marisa 

Devine
Steve Di Campo
R. A. Bryson Dover
Pamela Elsner-Lowe
Lee Ann Eustis
Chris and Sally Faison
Arthur and Helene Ferguson
Marty and Susan Finkelstein
David Fleisher
Jonathan and Julie Fox-Rubin
Leslee Francis
Mark Fuller
Bob and Carol Gaudin
Norman Gershman
Gary and Barbara Goldstein
Ted Guy and Susann Siebert
Bo and Vicki Hale
David Hamilton
Bill and Kathy Harmon
Maura and Kim Harrower
Thomas Heldman
Bob and Sue Helm
Roger Hinds
Tim Hobbs
Cindy Houben
Michael and Carol Hundert
Jim Jensen
Sandy and Lana Karp
Fred and Charlotte Kemp
Michael Kinsley
Mark and Rae Lampe
Bob Lewis
Rich and Verna Lofaro
Duke and Dorothy Logan
Jennifer and Greg Long
Julia Marshall
Jon McCarthy
Jerry and Patricia McGrew
Margaret and Douglas
McLaughlin
Mark Munger and Lauren 

Hirsch-Munger
Deborah Murphy and Bruce 

Gabow
Byrd and Diane Ostrander
William and Donna Palowitz
Ginny Parker
Betsy and Jim Paussa
Susan Phillips
Ken Ransford
Troy Rhudy
Terry Rogers
Dwayne and Margaret Romero
Mimi Schlumberger
Gene and Barbara Schmitt
Jim Schreier and Jean Turner
Dick and Carolyn Shell
Mark Shelton

David Slemon
Scott Smith and Karen Green
Stephen and Sandy Stay
Rick and Diane Stevens
Jim, Anita, and David 

Strickbine
Elizabeth Tasker
Louis Thompson
Robert Throm
Christian Touchette
Pat Tucker
Bob Wade
John Whiting
Tim and Jacque Whitsitt
Ken Wicker
Nancy Wickes
Suzanne Wolff
Raymond and Shauna Young
Robert and Theresa Ziets
Earth Resource

Other
($1-$24)
Philip Beck
Robert and Jane Billingsley
Wolfred Block
Robert Bogner
Robert Bolak
Carl and Jill Crookham
Sonny and Cheryl D’Anna
Jack and Sue Driggers
Mark Feinsinger
Joan Fitzpatrick
Carol Fleisher
Janis Frazee
Suzanne Fusaro
James and Carol Gifford
Leigh Gillette and Kevin Kolb
Amy Gillette
Thomas Goers
Carol Hammel
Paul Hempel
Jon Hollinger
Mick Ireland
Steve and Wewer Keohane
Royal and Lezlie Laybourn
Frances Lewis
William and Bernadine Linscott
Rick Lofaro
Emily Lubchenco
Andrea Morrison
Denise Mytty
Barbara New
Tim O’Keefe
Richard and Gerry Pittenger
Tamara Pregl
Andy Steele
John and Marjie Swomley
Evie Van Orden
Dale and Karen Wooldridge
Kenneth and Pamela Yazel
Randi and Terry Young
Sunshine Window Cleaning

In-kind
Stephen Ellsperman
Alex Folsom
Scott Folsom
Dave Grant
Shane Harvey
Robin Henry
Ann Stark
Gerald Terwilliger
Robert Wagner



The Rivers Council 
of the 

Roaring Fork Conservancy 
invites you to the Third Annual 

RIVER RENDEZVOUS
Wednesday, July 24, 5-9pm
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Rivers Council
Harry Augur l Carter Brooksher l Dennis Cirillo l Kathy and Bob Courson l Jim Eroncig l Ann Ferrell l Bill and Joyce Gruenberg

l Bob Jacobson (Board Adviser) l Ken Kendrick l Meredith Long l Jan Peterson l Margaret Reckling l Robert Woods

A Celebrat ion of Our Rivers

Roaring Fork Conservator
Ralph H. Crossland Foundation l Meg Goodman and Mike Bonini l Randy and Ken Kendrick

Fryingpan Protector
Carter and Dane Brooksher l Danis Charitable Trust l El Jebeverage

Crystal River Guardian
Kathy and Bob Courson l Cornelia and Meredith Long l Margaret and Cliffe Reckling

Maroon Creek Monitor
Louise and Clay Bennett l Bill and Joyce Gruenberg l Mindy and Jeff Hildebrand l Peggy and Alan Hunt l Nancy and Rich Kinder 

l Rick Neiley and Maria Maniscalchi l Prehm Ranch l Paul and Hope Rudnick l Taylor Creek Fly Shop and Aspen Sports 

Dinner, Dancing and Summer Evening Revelry
Streamside at the Goodman-Bonini Ranch on Old Snowmass Creek

Cool Cocktails l Sumptuous Supper by Conundrum Catering 
l Fantastic Live Music by Network lAuctioneer: Jim Chaffin

Just a taste of the choice auction items:

California golfing getaway for 8, private jet included l Weekend for 4 on Brays Island, SC with golf, sporting clays, riding, guided quail

hunts l Seabourn Line cruise l Snowmass Creek fly-fishing, cocktails, dinner for 12 l Guided fly fishing trips l Fine dining and wine 

l All day river float trip l Roaring Fork Club Cabin for one week l Golf packages l Works of art l Dinner for 10 in a cozy Roaring Fork

Club Cabin l Women’s fly-fishing clinic for 4 l Jewelry

Thanks to our generous sponsors to date:

For sponsorships and tickets please call 970-927-1290.
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“I brake for Elders”
John Stokes
The Tracking Project

We have much to learn if we stop and listen to
those who are the keepers and stewards who
have come before us.  Within our community

they are sounding the alarms, to be mindful of place, to
value and honor our precious resources.

Sopris Creek recently ran dry; not by the hand of
Mother Nature but by our own doing. This is the law of
the land and the right granted by senior water designa-
tion. With dry conditions, we will learn what it means to
live in the “arid” west and the need to conserve water.

The elders have been here and are able to see the
changes. They are speaking out. Are we listening?

Jeanne M. Beaudry
Executive Director

Roaring Fork Conservancy
PO S T OF F I C E BO X 3349 • BA S A LT, CO L O R A D O 8 1 6 2 1
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PAID
Permit No. 65

Basalt, Colorado
81621

Yes, I want to help the Roaring Fork Conservancy protect and preserve our valley’s rivers.
❒ Gold Medal Circle $5,000 or more ❒ Spawnsor $200-499 ❒ Other $_________
❒ Benefactor $1,000-$4,999 ❒ Outfitter $100-199
❒ Conservation Partner $500-$999 ❒ Friend $25-99

• My check in the amount of $____________ is enclosed.
• Please charge my  ❒ Visa  ❒ MasterCard.  Account #: Exp. Date:  _____/_____

Signature

Name(s): (as you wish it to appear in print) 

Mailing Address:

City/State/Zip: 

Email:

A letter confirming your donation for tax purposes will be sent to you upon receipt of your donation.  Thank you!

Mail to:
Roaring Fork Conservancy
Post Office Box 3349
Basalt, CO 81621


