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While it could be said about any summer and every summer, the
summer of 2018 was truly an unforgettable one in Basalt and the

By Rick Lofaro, Executive Director

reeled in by 2 PM.

Roaring Fork Valley. A record dry winter devoid of any serious

snowfall or honest powder days gave way to a spring with below
average runoff across the watershed. In May and June river flows
peaked early, absent the roiling torrent we often see and anticipate
in late spring - the kind of runoff that sweeps the stream of last
year’s sediment and algae, and overtops its banks to saturate the
riparian habitat, allowing the ‘green ribbon of life’ to thrive. The

kind of winter our mountain
ecosystem relies on, one with
robust snowfall that remains
in a high elevation frozen
reservoir and slowly releases
over a warming spring, is less
and less common.

By late June, river levels were
dropping fast, and water
temperatures were rising to a
concerning level. Enter Hot
Spots for Trout, a Roaring
Fork Conservancy (RFC)
citizen science temperature
monitoring program (see
related article on page 12).
River flow levels throughout
the watershed were 1/3 to 1/6
of average, and summer was

shaping up to be hot and dry.

Weeks of 90°F plus
temperatures in Glenwood
Springs, Basalt and even

in Aspen, exhausted even
the Roaring Fork Valley’s
tolerance for sunny days.
RFC worked closely with the
Roaring Fork Fishing Guide
Alliance and Colorado Parks
and Wildlife by holding
weekly conference calls to
discuss how to respond

to these conditions. As a

result, the Hot Spots for Trout program was expanded to a new
voluntary closure program from 2 PM to midnight on some
area rivers, giving the trout a break during the hottest part of
the day. The response from the commercial fishing industry and

Roaring Fork River behind the River Center on July 20, 2018. The flow was
285cfs whereas one year ago on the same date it flowed at 1,050cfs.

RIVER CURRENTS

An Unforgettable Summer...

the angling public at large was fantastic, and most everyone was

On June 29, in the midst of monitoring the already stressed rivers,
RFC loaded the final boxes from the old rental office and officially
moved into the River Center. Four days later, on the evening of
Tuesday, July 3, the Lake Christine fire ignited % mile from the
River Center. The fire fighters, the first responders, the community
response and all of the events are truly unforgettable.

Words cannot describe it, but
if you were here you know,

saw and have a unique story of
just how heroic the effort was
to save our towns. Yet, all the
while we kept thinking about
the river.

It was very stressful for
everyone to see our beloved
rivers struggle through
summer. Tourism, agriculture,
and municipal water supplies,
all suffering in a dire time

of need. Now that we are

into fall and still lacking
precipitation, there is talk of a
Colorado River Compact Call,
the ultimate repercussion of
years of drought and water

shortage. The water struggle is real and never so pressing as today.
So, start the snow dance and prayers now, and hope for a better
snow year, ski season, water year and a rejuvenation of our rivers...
so that we can try to forget about this past summer.



What happens
after a wildfire?
A LAKE CHRISTINE
WILDFIRE UPDATE

Steve Hunter, Civil Engineer/Hydrologist,
White River National Forest, United States Forest Service
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On the July 4th holiday in 1994, I was a fly fishing guide floating down
the Colorado River staring at a small plume of smoke which would
become one of the worst tragedies in wildland firefighting. I did not
know it then but the South Canyon Fire would have an effect on my
life and career. Fast forward 24 years to July 3, 2018, I again found
myself staring at a plume of smoke of what would become the Lake
Christine fire.

LN LA

N

—
AE——
i
1]
i

CRSEGATR NN IFA Ta s el

= —

T Ay

P

i o

Like most valley residents, I followed the incredible efforts of local,
state, and federal firefighters and first responders. I spent the 4th

of July watching the aerial assault on the fire from tankers, heavy
helicopters and single engine air tankers as the smoke would turn into
impressive pyrocumulus clouds in the afternoon.
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As the firefighters gained containment on the fire I knew the work

of the U.S. Forest Service was far from over. I am the Burned Area
Emergency Response (BAER) coordinator and specialist for the White
River National Forest. I worked to mobilize a BAER team for the fire
when the fire was still actively burning. Due to the busy fire season in
the West, several team members were coming off other fires to assist
while others were here locally.
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A BAER team is composed of scientists, engineers and other specialists
whose main objective is to rapidly access post-fire conditions to
determine the level of potential risks to life and safety, property, critical
natural and cultural resources. The team conducted analysis in the
field and used science-based computer models to rapidly evaluate and
access the burned area.

The team uses satellite imagery to create a soil burn severity map which
categorizes the burn in areas of unburned, low, moderate, and high.
The amount of moderate and high soil burn severity help to determine
post-fire hydrologic and geomorphic response.

Debris flow modeling is done by the United States Geological Survey
(USGS) to help determine the risk of such events occurring. The
BAER team worked with interagency partner’s including the Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) who worked with private
property owners in preparing for increased runoff and potential
flooding.

The BAER team analysis helps determine the appropriate post-fire
treatments for the area. Treatments for the Lake Christine fire included
noxious weed detection and eradication, seeding and planting,
improving drainage features on roads and trails, hazard trees, signage,
and storm patrols.

At Left: High soil burn severity on the top of Basalt Mountain with hazard tree.
Soil burn severity helps determine post-fire hydrologic and geomorphic response.
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Roaring Fork
Conservancy is leading
the effort on the
long-term restoration.

There will be the continued risk of flooding, sediment and
debris flows with any significant rain or snow events. The
last BAER assessment on the White River National Forest
was the Coal Seam fire in 2002. In 2018, there were four
BAER assessments on the White River National Forest.

For additional information about the Lake Christine

fire and other wildfires, please visit InciWeb which is “an
interagency all-risk incident information management

system” and can be found at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/.

More specifically, the Rocky Mountain Region can be

found at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5928/. Stay

tuned to post-Lake Christine fire volunteer efforts in 2019!
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There are three phases of wildfire recovery:

1. Fire suppression repair

2. Emergency stabilization — Burned Area Emergency
Response (BAER)

3. Long-term recovery and restoration

Fire suppression repairs took place for over a month until
fire crews demobilized at the end of September. BAER
restoration work has begun as well, and this work will
continue through the fall of 2018 and resume in the spring
and summer of 2019.

Roaring Fork Conservancy is leading the effort on the
long-term restoration. A team of experts from multiple
jurisdictions met at the end of September to begin plans
for addressing and prioritizing recovery and restoration
efforts.

The Lake Christine fire changed the landscape that we were
all used to. Portions of the fire that were lightly burned
were greening up in August and will recover quickly.

Areas that burned the hottest will take decades to recover
though ground vegetation should begin to reestablish in
one to two years.

Above: US Forest Service BAER team soil scientists and hydrologists analyzing soil burn severity on the Lake Christine fire.

Top Right: Aerial image shows a mosaic of high, moderate, and low/unburned burn severity on Basalt Mountain above Upper Cattle Creek.
Bottom Right: Aerial image of mostly high burn severity. Helicopters help BAER specialists rapidly access the entire fire to verify burn
severity. The team then targets specific areas to analyze on the ground.
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A COLLABORATIVE
CLEAN-UP

Matthew Anderson, Watershed Action Intern

In 2015, RFC embarked on the Cattle Creek Stream Health
Evaluation, intended to understand and address impaired
conditions on the stream as designated by the State of
Colorado. This included significant water quality monitoring,
stakeholder outreach, fundraising, and collaborative efforts up
and down the stream. That work continued this summer as 23
individuals from RFC, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
Garfield County, and Rocky Mountain Youth Corps (RMYC)
partnered to address concerns on BLM property along Lower
Cattle Creek, a tributary to the Roaring Fork River.

The two-day project started with trash removal in a heavily
littered riparian area. The enthusiasm and energy of the high
school-aged RMYC volunteers kick-started the work, and
soon, trash was being found everywhere, including in the trees!
The bulk of findings included hundreds of bullet casings and
shotgun shells, beverage bottles, and clay pigeons, while more
unusual items such as a DVD player, car seat, and leaky oil
container were also found. In addition to trash removal, an
old fire pit was dismantled, the ash shoveled away, and a large
wood pile was removed to discourage future fires. A few lucky
RMYC volunteers donned hip waders and searched the stream
itself for unwanted trash - which they found! Finally, BLM staft
strategically placed boulders to discourage vehicular access to
the creek while still allowing walk-in access.

On day two, approximately 450 yards of barbed wire was
removed. This fencing was no longer in use and posed a
hindrance to wildlife attempting to access the creek. RMYC’s
previous fencing experience was invaluable at this stage; their
record-time removal of the fencing allowed more time for
further trash cleanup. In total, 2,260 pounds of trash and
debris were removed from Cattle Creek and the surrounding
riparian habitat during the two-day work project.

This project was an excellent opportunity for RFC to continue
working with Garfield County and the BLM in addressing the
health of Cattle Creek. Additionally, the project allowed RFC
to provide some knowledge and context about local watersheds
to RMYC volunteers. The youth learned about the importance
of riparian habitats in Colorado and quickly connected this
project to river conservation. Projects such as these foster
partnerships and provide meaningful, educational, and fun
opportunities for youth from inside and outside the valley to
interact with the Roaring Fork watershed.

Top Right: Removing unnecessary barbed wire fencing.
Middle: So many shotgun shells and bullet casings.
Bottom: We found a muffler. Hope the car got out okay!
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Not Your Typical
Science Class

Liza Mitchell, Education Programs Manager

What were the most memorable moments of your childhood? Surely
they weren’t sitting in the classroom.

While traditional education might not top the charts of a young
person’s life, discovery often does. RFC’s new Youth River Stewardship
Project combines interdisciplinary, place-based lessons about watershed
science with a float trip on the river!

RFC’s emphasis on field education aligns with a significant body of
research showing how effective field-based experiences are in building
students’ sense-of-place, self-efficacy and environmental literacy.
Targeting middle school students, RFC has partnered with several
local schools and rafting companies to overcome traditional barriers
to getting kids on the river. Once on the river, students work with each
other and RFC educators to test the water quality of the river, assess
riparian health, and learn to observe the intersecting dynamics of
humans and nature.
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Research suggests our country’s youth spend less time outside, are less
interested in natural resource careers, and participate in fewer outdoor
recreation activities*. By providing opportunities for students of all
backgrounds to connect with nature through a guided, educational
rafting experience, RFC educators expose these students to careers

in natural resources as well as recreation and establish authentic
understanding of how healthy rivers benefit local ecosystems and
economies. Water resources in the West are threatened by increasing
population, climate change, and development; it is vital we prepare the
next generation of citizens with the knowledge needed to make informed
environmental decisions and take appropriate action at all levels.

With grant support from Paddle Nation, RFC educators have spent
over 31 hours in direct student instruction through the Youth River
Stewardship Project, helping over 300 local students get on the river
and conduct scientific assessments of river health!

g Objectives of RFC’s 1

Youth River Stewardship Project

e  Ensure youth of diverse backgrounds get to know and
experience their local rivers

e Convey the importance of healthy rivers to our environment
and economy

*  Give students opportunities to do hands-on, field-based
science research on the river

* Inspire the next generation of environmental stewards and
water professionals

* Hager, S., Straka, T., & Irwin, H. (2007). What do teenagers think of environmental issues and
natural resources management careers? Journal of Forestry. 105(2), 95-98.

Louv, Richard. (2005). Last Child In The Woods: Saving Our Children From Nature-deficit Disorder.
Chapel Hill, NC : Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill.
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BUSINESS MEMBER

2018
BUSINESS MEMBERS:
Thank you for
supporting
essential river
research, education,
and conservation
work!

NEWS & UPDATES

PHOTO: ANNA STONEHOUSE, THE ASPEN TIMES

Aspen Fly Fishing

Barnes, Pearson &
Associates, LLC

Berthod Motors
Blazing Adventures

Each vyear, at our annual River Rendezvous
fundraiser, a “Paddle Raise” is held to raise funds
for specific RFC programs. This year the River

Blue Creek Business
Solutions
Blue Sky Adventures

Casey Brewing and
Blending

Rendezvous planning committee decided to break
with tradition and dedicate the paddle raise to the
First Responders that kept our community safe
during the Lake Christine Wildfire. Starting with
$10,000 from Alpine Bank, over $120,000 was raised
between the River Rendezvous on July 11 and the
following weeks. The Lake Christine Wildfire was a
difficult time for many in our community and we are

Footsteps Marketing

Incline Ski and Board
Shop

K&W Concrete
The Romero Group
Trout Bandits
20/20 Eyecare

all so grateful to the first responders from Aspen to
Carbondale for their heroic actions!

C o
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Promoting Roaring Fork Watershed Pride!

RFC partnered with local artist,
storyteller and environmental advocate,
Sarah Uhl, to create a story map of
the Roaring Fork Watershed. More
accessible than a topographic map,
this piece of art is incredibly accurate,
thanks in part to aerial tours of the
watershed with EcoFlight. It features
the “important places” of the Roaring
Fork Watershed - the rivers, tributaries,
lakes, reservoirs, mountain peaks,

towns, and iconic landmarks that are all
inexorably linked within our watershed.

The original story map is on permanent
display at the River Center, but if you
want to show some pride in the Roaring
Fork Watershed, make a donation to
RFC and receive one of the maps as a

thank you gift.

$35 donation = 12” x 16” print
$55 donation = 24” x 36” print
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1. RFC staff with Governor Hickenlooper. 2. Children use microscopes to get a close up view of the aquatic insects!

3. Guests tour Old Pond Park. 4. Guests tour the River Center Water Quality Lab. 5. Using the River Center classroom
to update guests about the Lake Christine wildfire. 6. RFC Board Members. 7. Celebrating at the donor reception, the
Edwin & Jenny Long Murphy family. 8. Former Governor Bill Ritter talks to RFC’s Director of Watershed Science &
Policy, Heather Lewin, and Director of Community Outreach, Christina Medved. 9. Governor Hickenlooper meets Sarah
Uhl, the Roaring Fork watershed map artist, along with RFC Education Programs Manager, Liza Mitchell, and executive
director, Rick Lofaro. 10. Governor Hickenlooper is presented a Roaring Fork Watershed Map by executive director,

Rick Lofaro, and RFC board president, Pat McMahon. 11. Franklin Carson, RFC board president Pat McMahon, RFC
National Council Members Carter Brooksher and Judy Baum, with Governor Hickenlooper. 12. RFC executive director,
Rick Lofaro, along with Mr. John Stulp, Special Policy Advisor to the Governor for Water and Chairman of the IBCC at
State of Colorado, Vice President of RFC National Council Carter Brooksher, and former Governor Bill Ritter during the
Ribbon Cutting. Photos provided by Dale Armstrong, Christina Medved and Diane Schwener.
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Creative and Cooperative Water Management
Benefits the Fryingpan River

Heather Lewin, Director of Watershed Science & Policy

As the 2018 water year comes to a close, there likely won’t
be too many sad goodbyes. A warm, dry winter gave way

to a hot, dry summer - and all that goes along with it from
fire to drought. This summer, good news about water
seemed about as hard to come by as a rain storm. However,
hard times breed cooperation and innovation, particularly
in water management. As we have seen throughout

this summer, the
management of
Ruedi Reservoir plays
a critical role in not
only the Roaring Fork
watershed, but the
whole Colorado Basin.

Ruedi Reservoir was
built as compensatory
storage for the
Fryingpan-Arkansas
Diversion project. Put
simply, Ruedi Reservoir
holds water dedicated
to Western Slope use
in order to offset water
sent to the Eastern
Slope via transmountain S ’
diversion from the
Fryingpan headwaters. Beyond a certain amount of water
being held as “reservoir water”- water which is not released
downstream - water in Ruedi is dedicated as either “fish
water” or “contract water.” Fish water is stored in Ruedi
and released throughout the spring and summer to help
four threatened or endangered fish species that live in

the Colorado River and require additional water in an

area near Grand Junction known as the “15-Mile Reach.”
Contract water was sold by the Bureau of Reclamation
(BOR) to recover the costs of building and operating the
dam. Contract water is held by a variety of entities from
municipalities to HOAs, with the largest shares belonging
to Ute Water Conservancy District, Colorado River District,
and Exxon Mobil Corporation.* However, for most local
residents, Ruedi unlocks the door to Basalt’s recreation
economy; from flatwater recreation on the reservoir to
fishing on the Fryingpan. Those who live in the area are
often concerned that these local interests are overlooked in
Ruedi management efforts.

Fryingpan River by Barry Mink

While it’s true that recreation economy was not the
purpose behind Ruedi’s creation, there is no denying its
value. In 2015, RFC commissioned an economic study
with Colorado State University that showed recreation at
Ruedi adds $3.8 million to the local economy. The same
study found that keeping winter flows in the Fryingpan

RIVER CURRENTS ~ Fall 2018

at a minimum of 70cfs, to lessen anchor ice formation
and impacts, adds $1.5 million to the economy. Avoiding
anchor ice also has ecological benefits. Anchor ice can
freeze and scour macroinvertebrate habitat, having
negative effects on not only the insects, but also the fish
and birds who eat them. However, without a water right
on the Fryingpan or contract water in Ruedi, RFC has
found it challenging to
ensure this minimum
flow is met in low snow
years. Conversations

with the BOR have had
positive results, where
managers work to keep
water at environmentally
beneficial flows. However,
this arrangement comes
with no guarantee as many
decisions that regulate
Ruedi water management
involve specific uses

and target areas, and

are complicated by the
utilization of water stored
in multiple reservoirs
around the state to meet
these needs.

Ensuring winter minimum flows are met consistently
requires creativity and cooperation. RFC approached

the Colorado River Water Conservation District (“River
District”) last summer with the possibility of coordinating
a lease of some of their contract water for winter flows.
Each contract has a specific target water use, and it is
difficult to operate outside the uses specified in the
contracts. Fortunately, some of the River District’s
contracts included winter environmental flows as a
specified use. However, water is not free, and leasing water
comes at a cost. This is the first environmental contract
water lease that the River District has ever participated in,
requiring staff to ask their governing board to both allow
the lease, and price it the same as an agricultural water
lease. With River District Board approval, the lease was
then brought to the Colorado Water Conservation Board’s
(CWCB) Stream and Lake Protection Section, who has
money available to lease water for environmental benefits.
With both boards’ approval RFC helped secure 3,500 acre
feet of water to supplement winter flows. CWCB staff is
now returning to their board to ensure that any of that
3,500 acre feet that is not used during the winter becomes
available to the 15-mile reach this summer.

Continued on page 11



RFC continues to work with both the River District
and CWCB to discuss creative management options to
help meet local needs. For example, the River District
re-allocated their reservoir releases for the Grand
Valley from other reservoirs and sent additional water
down the Fryingpan in July. That release provided
flow benefit not only to the Fryingpan, but also the
Roaring Fork, where flows were low and temperatures
were high. This water, while meeting a downstream
use, was able to benefit a local use as well. At a time

when water management is as important as ever, we
are hopeful that this sort of creative management
strategy, designed to meet multiple uses will serve as
an example for the future.

*Gardner-Smith, Brent. (2016, April 17) Who Owns the Water in Ruedi
Reservoir? Aspen Journalism, retrieved from https://www.aspenjournalism.
org/2016/04/17/who-owns-the-water-in-ruedi-reservoir/ .

Boulder Boat Works Raffle Winner!

As part of our River Center Grand Opening ceremony on
August 10 and 11, RFC raftled off a beautiful Boulder Boat
Works Pro Guide drift boat package valued at $18,000. We
were thrilled to pull the winning ticket of Nancy Reinisch
and Dr. Paul Salmen of Glenwood Springs. RFC called and
emailed Nancy to inform her she had won. This was her
email response -

“YAHOOOOOOOO!! Please call me! I bought this ticket
for my husband’s 65th birthday and for being the best
cancer caregiver ever to me! I am screaming for joy! Oh my
gosh, oh my gosh!! Thank you, thank you! Please call me,
unless of course, you don’t want to hear screaming!!!”

A perfect ending to a perfect Grand Opening weekend.
Nancy, now at age 65 and in the midst of a second battle
with metastatic breast cancer, reached a career high by
completing her 100¢th triathlon in 2018. Paul received the
kind of birthday present fly anglers dream of. Now he and
Nancy can row off into the sunset and enjoy their new
Boulder Boat in the same valley where they live, where the
boat was made, and where the boat belongs - on the gold
medal waters of the Roaring Fork River!

e Staff & Board Flows — =<

Matthew Anderson,

Watershed Action Intern

Matthew returned to RFC for a second
summer to assist our Watershed Science
& Policy group. Matthew was born and
raised in Basalt and is currently a junior
in the Environmental Science and
Resource Management program at the
University of Washington in Seattle. Matthew helped conduct
water quality field-work, data management, maintained
in-stream temperature loggers, and monitored conservation
easements throughout the Roaring Fork watershed.

Mercedes Wilson,

Executive Assistant/Office
Coordinator

As a recent transplant to Basalt,
Mercedes welcomes the opportunity

to work protecting the Roaring Fork
Watershed. Living by the Mississippi
and the Indian Rivers forged her passion
for water. Having spent time in Thailand, Italy and Nicaragua
served to further her interests in riparian rights, conservation

and wildlife. Mercedes looks forward to supporting RFC’s
mission with her management and administrative skills.
Mercedes is also Spanish Bilingual with a Master of Science
in Disaster, Resilience and Leadership. During her free time,
Mercedes enjoys spending time with family, rafting and
fishing.

Michelle Schindler,

RFC Board Member

Michelle joined the RFC board in 2018.
She is an attorney with the Matthew

C. Ferguson Law Firm, P.C. in Aspen,
Colorado, where she concentrates her
practice in real estate and commercial
litigation. Michelle grew up in
Madison, Wisconsin and then attended Northwestern
University, where she earned her degree in Environmental
Sciences. Prior to going to law school, Michelle worked for

5 years in environmental advocacy and the non-profit sector.
After attending law school at Loyola University of Chicago,
Michelle started her legal career in Chicago, Illinois and
several years later moved to the Roaring Fork Valley. Michelle
resides in Basalt, Colorado.
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Citizen Scientists Keep a Pulse on River Temperatures!
Kristen Doyle, Watershed Educator

As water temperatures increased and
drought persisted this past summer,
RFC restarted a citizen science project,
Hot Spots for Trout, to monitor local
river and stream temperatures.

<pOTS FOR TROUT,

se)]

From June to September, 63 volunteers
submitted over 280 observations
throughout the Roaring Fork

Watershed. That’s over 1,000 individual
measurements! This information allowed
RFC to identify areas of concern and
collect additional data where needed. The
measurements taken by our Hot Spots for Trout volunteers also helped RFC collaborate with Colorado Parks and Wildlife
(CPW), resulting in voluntary fishing closures from 2pm-midnight, giving fish a break in the hottest part of the day.

The data submitted by our volunteers suggests those fishing closures may have prevented a considerable number of trout
mortalities. The combined stress of angling and warmer water can be enough to kill, even when anglers follow proper
catch-and-release techniques. Stream temperatures were mostly within a healthy range for trout in the Roaring Fork
upstream from Basalt (below 65° F). Downstream was a different story. Afternoon water temperatures below Carbondale
often crept above 68°F - the temperature at which CPW asks anglers to pack it up and fish another day.

= by Hot Spots for Trout Temperature Data ' Special thanks to
_ June - September 2018 the Roaring Fork
o Tk : ; Fishing Guide
R:ﬂ: @ - =3 . r"“_'. Alliance and the
A / Rosting Fork
and peed ﬂig?-ﬁnugf :_: E:: Valley Fly Fishing
| handiing. Club, whose

Temperature 65 - 67 F

| Trour are starting o feel the

heat. Bring fish in quickly and
iR h:.rbdlins.

members stepped
up to volunteer
and get the word

@ Temperature < 65 F .
out, CitSci.org,

Figh on! Fish are feeling good and

willl survive iF handled cormectly, and ﬁshpond,

i ki inc. wh ided
Outide Wihin inc. who provide

Watersed o e _ thermometers.
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Effects of Water Temperature
Chad Rudow, Water Quality Program Manager

Water temperature can impact both chemical and biological processes in rivers. Chemically, it directly influences pH
levels, the speed of chemical reactions, and oxygen levels. In particular, warm water holds less oxygen than cold water,
limiting the supply available for aquatic life.

Biologically, higher temperatures increase the rate of energy production and oxygen consumption in fish and aquatic
insects. This can cause significant stress on organisms as they require increasing levels of oxygen, which are already
limited in warmer water, to maintain body functions.
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Rick Lofaro, executive director of RFC,

with the Boulder Boat Works drift boat
raffled off this summer.

Dane Brooksher,
Pat McMahon and Judy Baum

Sarah & Robert Woods at their final year of
organizing River Rendezvous. RFC will always
be grateful for their contributions and service.
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DONOR HONOR ROLL

Grantors, Underwriters, &
Partners

ACE Hardware of Carbondale

Aspen Center for
Environmental Studies

Aspen Skiing Company

Aspen Skiing Company
Environment Foundation

Aspen Smile Dentistry

Aspen Trail Finder

Basalt Printing

Bessie Minor Swift
Foundation

Boettcher Foundation

Bureau Of Land Management

Chaco

City Market

City of Aspen (Water,
Parks and Recreation, &
Engineering departments)

City of Aspen Arts &
Community Non-Profit Fund

Colby June Jewelry

Colorado Basin Roundtable

Colorado River Watch

Colorado Water Conservation
Board

Community Office for
Resource Efficiency

Coryell Ranch

Eagle County

EcoProducts

EverGreen ZeroWaste

Frying Pan Canyon Ranch

Garfield County

Gates Family Foundation

Glenwood Springs River
Commission

Lodge at Rivers Edge

Mt. Sopris Conservation
District

NRS (Northwest River Supply)

Pitkin County Healthy
Community Fund

Pitkin County Healthy Rivers
and Streams

Pitkin County Open Space
&Trails

Roaring Fork Outdoor
Volunteers

Ruedi Water & Power
Authority

Snowmass Village Rotary Club

Starbucks of Willits

State of Colorado

The Thrift Shop of Aspen

Timberline Bank

Timbo’s Pizza

Town of Snowmass Village

Waste Management

White River National Forest

Wilderness Workshop

Willits General Store

$100,000
Barb & Pat McMahon

$50,000-$99,999
Hyde Family Foundation
Marianne & Dick Kipper

$25,000 - $49,999

Mary & Jim Griffith

Dianne G. & James W. Light
Jane & Tim McMahon
Roaring Fork Club Partners

$15,000 - $24,999
Janie & Edward Bradley
Ruth Fund

Mary & Neil Dorflinger

Nancy & Rich Kinder
Cornelia & Meredith Long

$10,000 - $14,999

Carter & Dane Brooksher

Barbara & Franklin Carson

Pat Cooper

Anonymous

Melissa & David Hotchkin

Judith & Nick Huston

Wendy & Bill Kortepeter

Amy & Tim Leach

Clarisa & Tom McMahon

Maren & Don Schuster

Carolyn & Dick Shell

The John Denver Aspenglow
Fund

William & Marie Wise Family
Foundation

Phyllis & Larry Yaw

$6,000 - $9,999

Judy & David Baum

Janice & Philip Beck

Louise & Clay Bennett

Eleanor & Hal Davis

Joyce & Bill Gruenberg

Lester Houtz & Valerie
Anderson

Bonnie & Harold Kloosterman

$3,000 - $5,999

Peppy & Wally Dallenbach,
Colorado 500, Inc.

Richard Arbaney

Teresa & Steven Beal

Gary Blackie

Charlotte & Dan Blanks

Ashley & Scott Bohn

Pat & Jane Bolin Family
Foundation

William Brandt

Gina & Tucker Bridwell

Norm Brown

Stan Bunting

Debbie Sands Carson

Shawn Cheadle

Patsy & George Conrades

Muffy & Andy DiSabatino

Elizabeth & Christopher Dorr

Shel & Clayton Erikson

Denise & Andy Goldfarb

Ruthie & Dave Hoff

Stacey & George Kelly

Claudia & Fred Lummis

Ann McAlpin

Natalie & Duwayne Miller

Prehm Ranch

RCG Fund

Betty & Jan Rietdijk

Wendy & John W. Seiple

Judy & Charles Tate

Kay & Robert Watson

Corinne & Paul Wood

Sarah & Robert Woods

$1,000 - $2,999
Anheuser-Busch
John Scott Arnoldy

Ashley Friedman Advised
Fund at Aspen Community
Foundation

Michael & Gail Attas

Henry T. Lowe Rev Trust

Bank of America Matching
Gifts

Sheryl & Douglas Bech

Annette & Ted Borchelt

Sarah Broughton &John
Rowland

RIVER CURRENTS ~ Fall 2018

Richard Broussard

Amy Carter

Cather’s Home Furnishings

Betsy & Jim Chaffin

John & Amy Giriffith Charters

Bob Clark

Tom Clark & Clark’s Market

John Cronin

Anne & Les Csorba

T. Danis Charitable
Foundation

Mary Charles & Jay Davis

Mara & David Deniger

DHM Design Corporation

Laura Donnelley

Patrick Andrew Dunigan

Anonymous

Beth & Tom Eckert

Ernst & Wilma Martens
Foundation

Mary & Paul Fee

Judith Fisher

Franklin P. and Arthur W.
Perdue Foundation

Susie & Gary Fisher

Stanley D. Gertzbein &
Marianne Antoniak

Jennifer & Cap Grossman

Valerie & Jack Guenther

Frank]. Guyol Il

Helen & Charles Burnett

Andrea Rossetti & Eric
Hollerbach

Adam Holt

Carol & Michael Hundert

Breckie & Matt Hunt

Kirsten & Kyle Johnstone

Laura & Mike Kaplan

Lolly Kelly

Jan &Jim Kingham

Ann & Tom Korologos

Kovler Family Foundation

Michael Latousek

Laura & John Marlow

Laurie & John McBride

Janis Merrill

Jeanie & John Morris

Ann Mulroy

Jane & Clarke Nims

Sue & Kirk Patrick

Sue & Walt Rakowich

Sherry & Brooks Reed

Reese Henry & Company, Inc.

Robert Pew and Susan Taylor

Rotary Club - Snowmass
Village

Mary & Pat Scanlan

Nancy & John Schneider

Holli Shuck

The Beaufort Foundation

Thendara Foundation

Anne & William Tobey

Betsy & Charlie Townsend

Carol & Mack Trapp

Gayle Waterman

Pat D. Whitaker

Judith Zee Steinberg & Paul
Hoenmans

$500 - $999

Suzanne & Michael Ainslie
Allison & Dale Armstrong
Gayle & Jonathan Armytage
Employees of Morgan Stanley
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy Bernstein
Molly M. Brooks

Cinda & Michael Carron

Lise & Howard Cohen
Carolyn & Dr. Nick Cole

Jeff Conklin

I. McA. (Mac) Cunningham

Karen & Robert Davis

Sherry Ann & Edward Dayton

Susan & Don Edmonds

Dafri & Michael Estes

Janet & Robert . Firth

Anonymous

Laney Wunderlich Fries

Jack McKay & Leslie Ann
Gallagher

Alfred Gardner

Berthod Motors

Jeanette & Scott Gilbert

Jim Gilchrist & Lynn Nichols

Laura & Javier Gonzalez-
Bringas

Gould Construction

Barbara Hammer

Cindy & Arthur Harding, Jr

Sue & Robert Hess

Marnie & Lee Hogan

John Kuck

Ramsey and Steve Kropf

Mark Lantz

Marianne & Bill Lederer

Doug Leibinger

Judith & Amory Lovins

Kim & William Madden

Debra & Reagan Majoria

Marcia & Don Flaks

Kirsten & Gerald McDaniel

Heidi McGuire

Sally & Mike McLarry

Cynthia Calvin & Mac
McShane

Tom Melberg

Fran & Jack Mikaloff

Michael Miller & Carol
Murphy

Doyen & James Mitchell

Genna & Jakob Moe

Christy & Richard
Montgomery

Jean Moore

Margaret A. Frank Fund at
the Chicago Community
Foundation

Hensley & James Peterson

Libby Pettit

Edgell Pyles & Martha Pickett

The Arches Foundation

Judy & Jim Rifkin

Donna & Gino Rossetti

Ruth & Dan Flournoy

Anita & Merlyn Sampels

Katie & H.C. Van Schaack

Michelle & Dieter Schindler

Schmueser Gordon Meyer

Diane & Rob Schwener

Trish & Mark Seaman

Seven Star Rebekah Lodge
No. 91

Sarah & Richard Shaw

Sien Energy Company
Martha & Thomas Singleton
Shirley Sloan

Maria & Jock Stafford
Sandy & Stephen Stay

Julia Loo & Steve Sutcliffe

John Swomley & Jennifer
Roberts

Ellen Temple

The Robert and Margaret
McNamara Foundation #3

Suzanne & Michael Vernon
Mary Ann &John Virant
Connie & Jon Warnick
Allyson & Walter Weathers
Patricia & Jay Webster
Sherry & Brit White

Donn Willins
Jean & Bill Wunderlich

$200 - $499

Cindy & Daniel Adams

Sharon & Bruce Anderson

Ann Korologos Gallery

Aspen Kitchen

Becky Ayres

Kathy & Carter Barger

Chuck Bellock & Maggie
Morrison

Lynn & Bruce Bowen

William Browning

Marcia Corbin

Susan & John Cottle

Nancy & Robert Cross

Caroline W. Duell

Phil Eastley

Cinda & Donnelley Erdman

Sheryl Sabandal & Sean Fick

William A. Fisher

David Fleisher & Gina Berko

Donald J. Fleisher

Wes Fleming

Lisa & Brian Flynn

Glenwood Hot Springs Pool

Chip Griffith

Matthew Hamilton

Margot & Dick Hampleman

Matt Armentrout c/o HTA

Nancy & Peter Hoffmann

Kay & Ned Holmes

Katie & Rob Holton

Janis and George Huggins
1.D. Interiors

John Christie

Becky & Sammy Johnson
Sandy & Peter Johnson
Chris Keller

Deborah & Darrell Kirch
Cil Klamper

Elizabeth & Kelly Klein
Sara Kurz

Daylene & Gary Lichtenwalter

Casey & John Livingston

Lindsay & Rick Lofaro

Rich Lofaro

Mechelle & Tony Lugard

Michael Manicki

Martin Manosevitz

Suzy & Bill McKee

Beth & Kent Meager

Rick Morrison

Rick Neiley & Maria
Maniscalchi

Bill Neveu

Leslie P. Neveu

Bob Oddo

Janet & Robert Olson

Winston Padgett

Ginny Parker

Anonymous

Jayne & Bill Poss

Julie Puchkoff

Tim Racke

Hope & John Reese

Kristen & Troy Rhudy

River Restoration.org

Ronald W. Rouse

Sandy & Ted Newman

The Schindler Family

The Susan & Ford Schumann
Foundation

Lawrence . Slater

Ann Smock

Sunsense Inc.

Trout Bandits - Max Rand &
Jennifer Balmes

Trout Unlimited Ferdinand

Hayden Chapter
Pam & Dan Turley
Ute Mountaineer

Valley View Hospital
Foundation

Chris Vaughan

Cher Vincent

Stella & Michael Wagner
Cynthia Wayburn
Margie Weber

Jacque & Tim Whitsitt
Stephanie Williams
Susan & David Young

$100 - $199

American Express Company -
Employee Giving Program

Brian Anacker

Angela & Gary Evans

Barnes, Pearson & Associates,
LLC

Darlene Barrailler

David Behrhorst & Donna
Fisher

Charla & Tim Belinski

Caroline Bradford

Robert Cardwell

Colin Cares

Caroline Cole

Courtlyn Carpenter

Troy Casey

Lara & Terry Claassen

Christy & Steve Clettenberg

Michael Collins

Karen & Dan Comings

Terry Conklin

Pamela M. Cunningham

Paul D’Amato & Beth
Cashdan

Mia F. D’Angelo

Blue Sky Adventures

Janis Dybdahl

Mary Dybicz

Ellen T. Knous, CPA

Mary Ann & Lee Erb

Erin Tiffany Erickson

Chriss Flynn

Mary Lou & John Flynn

Shawn Gleason

Tom Gorman

Phoebe & Larry Gruel

Andrea & Clay Hanson

Ruth Harrison

Cindy Hirschfeld

Yvonne Hunter

David Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Denise Jurgens

Amy Kaiser

Matt Kelsic

Meg Kendall

Tammy & Tom Kenning

Jeff Kerber

Ann & Joe Kercheville

Sarah & Steve Knous

Ann Koveleski

Mary & Peter Kurtz

Meta Alice Keith Bratten
Foundation

Marilyn & Henry Lee

Rosella & Dave Leety

Chris Lemons

Bailey Leppek

John & Heather Lewin

Carol &Bill Lightstone

Verna Lofaro

Meaghan Lynch

Valerie MacDonald

Maley Building Corporation

Dave Mayer



Anonymous

Michele McClinton & Brad
Osborn

Dan McMahon

Christina Medved

Shelly & Jay Merriam

Bob Millette & Maggie Pedersen

Rob Morey & Kirsten Dibble-
Morey

Emily & Tom Neel

Network for Good

Liz & George Newman

Vince Nichols

David Notor

Dede Osborn

Gail Owens

Terri & Bill Parsons

20/20 Eyecare

Julie & Tom Paxton

Andrea Pazdera

JohnJ Phillips

Susan Philp

Pinnacol Assurance

Emily & Ken Ransford

Mark R. Raskis

Rory Rehbeck

Ken Riley

lan E. Roberts

Gerry Roehm

Heather & Greg Rydell

Douglas J. Sanders

Earlene & Herb Seymour

Christopher Smith

Paul Squadrito

Debbie Stonecipher

Kit Strang

Lauren Street

Mike Turner

Gerard VanderBeek

Melissa Waters

John Weisbart

Gayle & Richard Wells

Phillippa & Richard Whitcomb

Andy Wiessner

Roger Wilson

Mary & Hugh Wise

Ronald Wolff

$20 - $99

Lamar Abney

Matt Aboussie
Denise & Ronald Acee
Anita & Paul Adolph
Justin Alderfer
Melanie Arnold
Anne Austin-Clapper
Orrin Baird

Cynthia Beck

Mary G Berg

Sallie & Tom Bernard
Eric Bindseil

Nell & Bill Birk

Liz & John Bokram
Kip Bossong

Carrie Bradford
Betty & Ernie Bradley
Jack Brendlinger
Andrew Brown

Joe Brown

Seth L. Brown

Cindy & Hap Bruce
Julie & Dick Bulkeley
Bill Burge

Oni Butterfly

Betty Cabral

Rob Cairncross
James R. Campbell
Helen & Roger Carlsen
Lorrie & Rick Carlson

Sue Anne Carnahan

Molly & Steven Child

Clifton Colia

Michelle Collins

The Kroger Company

Leslie Curley

Megan & Whitt Dean

Natachs Denis

Nancy Dever

Jean Dodd

Randy Dole

Dyana & Bert Furmansky

Susy Ellison

Catherine Ennis

Lee Ann Eustis

Sally & Chris Faison

Judy & Mark Feinsinger

JeffFinesilver

Suzanne & Ike Fitzgerald

Anne & Phil Freedman

Amy & Robert French

Mark Fuller & Penny Atzet

Jon Gibans

Peter Golden

Donna & Bernie Grauer

Leslie Gray

Kirk Gregory

Saundra & Darryl Grosjean

Teresa Hackbarth

David Hamilton

Richard Hart

Carol & Judson Hawk

Thomas Headlee

Jamin Heady-Smith

Luke Hecht

Paul Hempel

Sherry & Rick Herrington

Marcee & Tim Hobbs

John Hoffmann & Kim Stacey

Holy Cross Energy

Ann Hopkinson

Michael Hutton & P,J. Wallace

Christine Interlante

Jo &Wayne Ives

Tom Jankovsky

Andy Johnson

George Johnson

Sarah Johnson

Ruth Johnston & O.B. Johnston
1}

Ryan Kalamaya

John Katzenberger & Deb Jones

Joni Keefe

Ann Keller

Annette Keller

Nick Kilbourn

Mary & John Killebrew

David Knight

Erik Kushto

Barbara & Michael Larime

Ann Larson

Katie Laven

Terry Lee

Camille Lione

Margaret & Donald LoFaro

Jenny Long Murphy & Edwin
Murphy

Jennifer & Greg Long

Chip McCrory & Rachel Dayton

Tim McNulty & Mary Lou
Haflinger

Phebe Meyers

Jerrold Mitchell

Ondina Moehl

Stephen Monroe

Lesley & Bob Morse

Ben Nelson

Carol O’Brien

Sarah Oates

Jamie and Miranda Odom
Jessica Olson

Richard Parachini

Sarah E. Pickard

Kyle H. Pieti

Susan H. Planck

Lynn & Kenneth Plank
Dana Reynolds

Rachel Richards

Angie M. Riley

Margaret & Dwayne Romero
Michael G. Rosenberg
Tiffanie & Chad Rudow
Trudy & Fritz Rudow
Haley Scarpino
FootSteps Marketing
Scott Schreiber

Jocelyn & Mark Shelton
Andy Siefkes

Nancy & Mark Silverman
Leonard M. Simmons
Andrea Stewart

John Stickney & Lee Beck
Marcy Stumpf

Kathleen Sydoryk

Karin Teague

Dianne & Dale Thiel
Kristin Tita

Becky Trembley

Arin Trook

Jeff Wadley

Donna & Tom Ward
Anne Ware

Gretchen Weber

Ashley Wiles

Jan Williams

Lori & Kenneth Williams
Lee Wilson

Karen Wogsland

Bob Wolff

Suzanne Wolff & Gary
Tennenbaum

In Memory of Carol Christie &
Dennis Christie

John Christie & Family

In Memory of Louis DiSalvo
Lucia Swanson

In Memory of Jack Hire
Christina & Kile Smith

In Memory of Eveline Hoffman
Nancy Ferrillo
Pat Whitaker

In Mike McBreen
Todd Brehe

In Memory of Kata Medved

Christina Medved & Dennis
Medved

In Memory of Bill Moran
Delores & Ray Lowe
Jeffrey W. Keller

Kathy Moran

Kelly Atteridg

Shana, Jack, and Garrett
LeNeveu

Ronene Kehoe
Nancy and Mike Dean
Nathan Childs

In Memory of Jean Schreier
Jim Schreier

In Memory of Jon St. Andre

Ruth Johnston & O.B. Johnston
1]

In Memory of Jean Thompson
Wewer & Steve Keohane

In Memory of Bob Waterman
Jim Jensen

In Honor of Teri Bruna
Jane Orahood

In Honor of Mark Fuller and
Penny Atzet
Kristen Henry

In Honor of Dr. and Mrs.
Stanley Gertzbein’s
anniversary

Donna & Steve Chase

In Honor of Frank Guyol
Greg Didier & Terry Rogers

In Honor of William & Carol
Helman

Ward Smith

In Honor of Brett Klahr
Austin Schlepp

In Honor of Mark Kleckner and
Tracey Snow
Gabrielle Greeves

In Honor of Heather Lewin
Mark Lacy & Sharon Clarke

In Honor of Jamie Lofaro
Carrie Odom

In Honor of Meredith Long
Jack Murphy

In Honor of Bernard
Margaretten

Peter Bisset

In Honor of Chris & Jenny
McStay
Matthew Zuckerman

In Honor of Piper
Liza Mitchell

In Honor of Jenny Sauer
Jenny Gutt-Ohly

In Honor of Dr. and Mrs. David
Swersky

Donna & Steve Chase

In Honor of Denise & Tom
Tomaskovic
Stacey McLendon Craft

In Honor of Denise & Karen
Wells, & Gary Beach
Rick Smidt

In Honor of Sarah Woods
Pat Cooper & Family
Randy & Ken Kendrick

In Honor of Larry Yaw
Terry Huffington

RIVER CURRENTS

is published biannually by Roaring
Fork Conservancy. Since 1996,
Roaring Fork Conservancy has
inspired people to explore, value
and protect the Roaring Fork
Watershed. We bring people
together to protect our rivers
and work to keep water in the
streams, monitor water quality,
and preserve riparian habitat.
Roaring Fork Conservancy is an
independent 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit organization registered in
the state of Colorado.

Board of Directors:

Pat McMahon PRESIDENT
Diane Schwener VICE PRESIDENT
Jennifer Sauer TREASURER

Jeff Conklin SECRETARY

Ted Borchelt

Stephen Ellsperman

George W. Kelly 111

Dick Kipper

Jim Light

Rick Lofaro EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Rick Neiley

Michelle Schindler

Don Schuster

Larry Yaw

Staff:
Rick Lofaro
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Kristen Doyle
WATERSHED EDUCATOR
Heather Lewin
DIRECTOR OF WATERSHED SCIENCE &
POLICY
Christina Medved
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Liza Mitchell
EDUCATION PROGRAMS MANAGER
Chad Rudow
WATER QUALITY PROGRAM MANAGER
Michael Schuster
PROGRAM ASSISTANT
Sheryl Sabandal
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
Mercedes Wilson
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT/OFFICE
COORDINATOR

Associates:
Johnny Cronin

SENIOR DIRECTOR OF DONOR RELATIONS
Larry Gruel

CONTROLLER

River Stewards
Steering Committee
Nick Kilbourn cHAIR
Dan Berg

Colin Cares

Jordan Curet

Matt Kelsic

Bailey Leppek
Meaghan Lynch
Lauren Pierce

Chris Vaughan

Thanks to our newsletter sponsor:

GRAN FARNUM PRINTING
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COMMUNITY FIRST FOUNDATION

DAY
A

COLORADO®

GIVE WHERE YOU LIVE,
DONATE ONLINE

Visit ColoradoGives.org/RoaringForkConservancy.

When you donate to Roaring Fork Conservancy at
ColoradoGives.org, you help us bring people together to
protect our rivers, monitor water quality, preserve riparian
habitat, and educate the next generation of river stewards.

From all of us at Roaring Fork Conservancy,

thank you for your support!

ColoradoGives.org is made possible by Community First Foundation and
FirstBank.

Dee Dee
the Fryingpan River
Dipper
makes a perfect gift

this holiday season!

Get your copy at

www.roaringfork.org/education-and-outreach

or call (970) 927-1290

When you shop online, log in

ama;on SMm i I.e to www.smile.amazon.com
C to support RFC!

Once you choose RFC as your
designated charity, Amazon will
donate 0.5% of your eligible
purchases to RFC’s Watershed
Education, Science and Policy
Programs.




