
RIVER 
CURRENTSFa

ll 
20

16

Fishing is our handshake, our language.
A Heritage that binds us together.
A passage our fathers took.
A Journey that lasts a lifetime, 
That we have begun again with our sons and daughters. 
	 -- Abu Garcia advertisement

While there seems 
to be no shortage 
of eloquent 
quotes about 
fishing, there 
seems to be a 
shortage of ‘sons 
and daughters’ 
participating in 
the outdoors 
these days. We 
read about it in 
the newspapers, 

hear about it on television and radio, and discuss it with our 
colleagues, friends and families. Kids need to get outside more, limit 
their screen time, and commune with nature. 

Inspiring people to explore, value and protect the Roaring Fork 
Watershed is what we, at Roaring Fork Conservancy, are all about. 
In this our 20th year, we saw our 100,000th student, each one 
getting a healthy dose of Roaring Fork know-how and outdoor time 
within the boundaries of our magnificent watershed.  But how do 
we expand the programming, expand the learning and expand the 
experience? 

We take ‘em fishing!

I credit our Education Director, Christina Medved, and longtime 
friend and Orvis Regional Business Manager, Hutch Hutchinson, 
for helping to start our fishing education program. Hutch had 
mentioned the National Fishing in Schools Program to me several 
times, urging me to bring it into our program. Christina reinforced 
Hutch’s recommendation by asking me, “If kids don’t learn to 
fly-fish here, where else are they going to learn?” I finally took the 
bait (sorry, couldn’t resist) and we brought the program on board 

in 2014. Since then, our staff has certified over 30 teachers, and 
700 local students have learned about river conservation with 
fly casting as the instructional tool in school. That’s right, as a 
physical education class, kids learn how to cast fly rods, catch fish 
replica pillows, and learn all about insect life cycles, fish species and 
conservation in the comfort of their own gymnasium. 

The next natural step was for RFC to offer summer fishing 
camps around the Valley. In partnership with Aspen Center for 
Environmental Studies’ Rock Bottom Ranch and members of the 
Roaring Fork Valley Fly Fishing Club, RFC staff took the National 
Fishing in Schools Program on tour. We offered a week-long camp 
in all things fishing, and filled the class with a near even split 
of 7 boys and 6 girls. I was fortunate enough to have my oldest 
daughter participate in the class, and even more fortunate to act 
as the lead instructor for the week. I can honestly say that this was 
the most rewarding week of the summer for me. Campers left our 
program knowing more about what lives beneath the surface of 
the water, how to tie flies, how to cast a fly rod, and, of course, how 
to safely catch and release the fish that live in our world class rivers 
and streams. 

As parents, teachers and mentors one of the most gratifying things 
we can do is to pass our knowledge and passion on to the next 
generation. Whether it is music, art, sports, or pastimes like fishing, 
we all have a desire and a responsibility to take a child by the hand 
and walk through time passing on the knowledge and passion we 
have for the things we hold sacred. Together we are casting into the 
future, one little angler at a time.    

Casting into the Future
By Rick Lofaro, Executive Director

Photo by Chris Cohen
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CRYSTAL RIVER MANAGEMENT PLAN: 
After publishing the final report in April, RFC has continued to work 
with stakeholders, including irrigators, the Town of Carbondale and 
Pitkin County, to implement ‘priority actions’ and begin the process 
of water conservation in the Lower Crystal River. With some exciting 
prospects on the horizon, we hope to have details of on-the-ground 
and in-river projects on our website in the upcoming months.

COMPREHENSIVE LOWER FRYINGPAN RIVER STUDY: 
Didymo monitoring continued in 2016, with algal surveys taken both 
before and after high water this summer. As in previous years, the 
most didymo was present at the first sampling event, less didymo was 
detected following high flows. In 2014 and 2015, virtually no didymo 
was present in the fall- except for site 8 (just below Taylor Creek). We 
will see if this pattern continues after the final sampling event, which 
took place in October. On the Fryingpan River, results show didymo 
increases in shallow, slow moving water and, unlike many other alga, 
does not thrive in stagnant water such as beaver ponds. Above Ruedi 
Reservoir, didymo was present in reference sites at concentrations 
below nuisance level in year one, but has steadily increased each year.

Temperature loggers placed on the lower Fryingpan River in 2013 
continue to generate data with a particular focus on conditions prime 
for anchor ice formation in the winter.

In addition, another round of macroinvertebrate sampling was conducted at select sites in September. 

CATTLE CREEK STREAM HEALTH EVALUATION: Based on results from 2015 (available on RFC’s website) and the 
need to increase baseline data, an additional round of water quality monitoring is taking place on Cattle Creek in 2016. This 
round of monitoring, again funded by Garfield County, includes additional water quality parameters and another round of 
macroinvertebrate sampling and analysis.

This summer Chad Rudow, water quality

coordinator, had help conducting field 

work around the Roaring Fork Valley 

from Mike Schuster, Carlson Schwoerer, 

and Eric Thomas.
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The Significance of a Little Gray Bird

In the last 20 years, the evolution of RFC’s logo, seen 
above, held one of our favorite native species as a 
constant: the American Dipper.

This little gray bird lives along healthy mountain 
streams which provide abundant macroinvertebrates 
(e.g., aquatic insects) for them to eat, and diverse, 
undisturbed riparian habitat. 

Look for a dipper the next time you are out on the river. 
Often found in the fastest moving section of the river, you 
can see them standing and “dipping” on a rock, and then 

suddenly dive into the water! They swim for short segments 
in search of the aquatic insects they find so delicious.

Seeing dippers in our local streams lets us know in a 
quick snapshot that the stream food web is healthy, as 
those aquatic organisms they eat are also indicators of 
healthy streams.  

The American Dipper continues to remain the perfect 
“mascot” for RFC - a champion of and constant presence in 
healthy streams of the Roaring Fork Watershed!

By Christina Medved, Watershed Education Director
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2nd Annual Roaring Fork Golf Classic held at 
Aspen Glen on August 22, 2016.  

Perfect venue, great sponsors, terrific prizes, great  
food and drinks—enjoyed by all!

SEE YOU ON AUGUST 14, 2017  
FOR THE 3RD ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 

AT ASPEN GLEN!

Giving his best shot towards the hole-in-one 
prize car sponsored by Berthod Motors

Thank you to our sponsors!

Participants line up for the  
pre-game putting contest.

2016 Roaring Fork Conservancy 
Golf Classic 

THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Barb & Pat McMahon

Clarisa & Tom McMahon

®

®

Hickory House         
City Market El Jebel

Swire Coca-Cola 
Frito Lay Chips

Basalt Lions Club
Gran Farnum Printing

El Jebeverage
Roaring Fork Beer Company

Orrison Distributing 
Company

Eco Products
Aspen Glen Club

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Connie & Jon Warnick       
Sarah & Robert Woods
Kay & Robert Watson    

Dick & Marianne Kipper

INDIVIDUAL

SILVER

GOLD

CORPORATE

Lassiter Electric, Inc.Lassiter Electric, Inc.
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Conservation Easement Profile: Silver Lining Ranch, Aspen

Outside of Academia

Roaring Fork Conservancy acts as a land trust, holding 16 
Conservation Easements, and protecting over 280 acres of riparian 
habitat in the Roaring Fork Watershed.  Each issue of River Currents 
highlights one of these easements. 

Statistics

Acres: 			   2.70 

Date Acquired: 		  August 3, 2011 

Riverfront Protected: 	 872 feet of Roaring Fork River

Owner: 			  Privately Owned

Public Access: 		  None

About the Conservation Easement
Located on the bank of the Roaring Fork River, the Silver Lining Ranch Conservation Easement protects critical riparian, 
wetland, and wildlife habitat on a scenic tract of undeveloped land within the City of Aspen, where nearby areas have been 
heavily modified by residential and recreational development. The inhabiting plant communities, including beaked sedge, 
mountain big sage brush, mountain willow and narrow leafed cottonwood are considered in “fair condition.”  This riparian 
habitat is within the Colorado Division of Wildlife’s mapped range for deer, black bear and mountain lion. Additionally, 
the property provides habitat for a variety of other wildlife, including 20 mammal species, 10 reptile species, 5 fish and 68 
bird species, six of which are Watch Listed by the Colorado Bird Observatory or listed as Sensitive by the U.S. Forest Service 
because of concern over declining numbers.   Protection of this conservation easement preserves an important reach of the 
Roaring Fork River and its associated riparian habitat.

Summer 2016 was my second with Roaring Fork Conservancy (RFC), serving as 
their watershed action intern. Throughout the last few months, I helped with 
events such as River Rendezvous on the beautiful Fryingpan River, and RFC’s 
annual golf classic hosted by Aspen Glen Golf Club. I also worked with RFC staff 
on the local rivers and creeks, collecting samples and recording water quality data. 

This summer I was able to start some groundwork for the five year update of the 
Roaring Fork Watershed Plan, thanks in part to funding from the Community 
Office for Resource Efficiency. The plan itself outlines proper water use and 
protections for the Roaring Fork Watershed and was designed through a 
collaborative effort which included many local entities and state groups. The 
interviews I conducted with several of the Roaring Fork Watershed Plan partners 
led to a better understanding of the progress being made on the plan. We found 
out who is still actively involved and excited about the plan, a few of their new 
implementations since the plan’s early stages, and how these folks envision the plan 
moving forward in the next few years. It was awesome to hear such encouraging 
words about the future of the Roaring Fork Watershed Plan from all the people 
who work together to protect the Roaring Fork Valley’s water resources. 

As I head into to my senior year at California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo, where riparian areas are scarce, I will 
miss everyone at RFC and the beautiful rivers they help protect every day.   

By Heather Lewin, Watershed Action Director

By Carlson Schwoerer, Watershed Action Intern

W
A

T
E

R
S

H
E

D
 A

C
T

IO
N



 Fall 2016 ~ RIVER CURRENTS 5

N
E

W
S

 &
 U

P
D

A
T

E
S

WAYS TO SUPPORT ROARING FORK CONSERVANCY OVER THE HOLIDAYS

Another whirlwind summer is in the books for the River Stewards 
and brought with it a series of energetic events. 

The River Stewards started the year with a packed agenda centered 
on a spring runoff theme. Events included the Colorado premier 
of a local filmmaker’s stand up paddling-themed film “Can I 
Surf That?” which was hosted at the Aspen Brewing Company. 
The runoff celebration theme continued in May with a Crawfish 
Boil co-sponsored by the Roaring Fork Beer Company. This was 
followed by our ‘women-only’ fly fishing clinic which continued to 
be an in-demand event, and there are discussions underway to offer 
multiple outings in 2017. The highlight of the year was the annual 
RFC River Float and gathering in June, where the Stewards helped 
organize the post-Float activities and gear demos. 

Summer events included partnering with RFC staff to assist at 
events such as the annual Fryingpan River Cleanup and Aspen 
Skiing Company’s Farm to Table dinners. Our most recent event 
was a combination trail run/fly fishing event called “FishSprint” 
at Wilton Jaffee Park near Aspen. With the year winding down, the 
Stewards will be bringing back their fall river floating, planning 
session through Ruby Horsethief Canyon. 

A new year brought with it two new River Stewards members, 
Meaghan Lynch and Lauren Pierce. They join the four other new 
members who came on board last fall. We are excited about the 
energy and ideas the new members are bringing to the group and look forward to an eventful 2017. Stay tuned to our Facebook 
page for updates on our summer-long Floating Scavenger Hunt and the corresponding kickoff party to be held next spring, and 
please feel free to leave suggestions on our Facebook page for additional event ideas for 2017.   

River Stewards Update – Fall 2016
By Nick Kilbourn, River Stewards Chair

Amazon Smile:  
When you shop online, 

log in to  
www.smile.amazon.com  

to support RFC!  

Once you choose RFC as your  
designated charity, Amazon will donate 
0.5% of your eligible purchases to RFC’s 
Watershed Action and Education and  

Outreach programs.

Colorado Gives Day:  
December 6, 2016 

Colorado Gives Day is an annual 
movement to celebrate and increase 

philanthropy statewide! 
Search for Roaring Fork Conservancy at  

www.coloradogives.org

 Celebrate 
the Holidays 

or Birthdays by 
Gifting to RFC!

Rather than getting and 

giving gifts this holiday season 
consider pledging your birthday or 

holiday gift exchange to RFC!  
We can send you a customized link that can 

be shared with friends and family so they 
can support the rivers you love by making 

an online donation in honor of your 
special day or the holiday season!   
Please contact Sheryl Sabandal, 

Development Associate, at  
sheryl@roaringfork.org for  

additional details.
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In the summer of 2015, RFC initiated a riparian 
awareness campaign called Think Outside the Banks 
to remind and inform Roaring Fork Valley citizens and 
visitors that “Healthy Rivers Require a Healthy Riparian 
Habitat.” In order to increase awareness of riparian 
areas and emphasize their importance to stream health, 
and inform, RFC placed ads in local newspapers. 

In addition, RFC partnered with Roaring Fork 
Leadership, to host a Riparian Workshop on April 27, 2016 – the first of its kind in the Roaring Fork Valley. The forty-five 
participants included realtors, homeowners, landscapers, and agency representatives from local and statewide organizations. 
Attendees participated in conversations about the importance of riparian vegetation, local ordinances, then toured a riparian 
restoration project along the Roaring Fork River.

A big thank you to Pitkin County Healthy Rivers and 
Streams and the City of Aspen, who provided funding 
integral to campaign success. 
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As part of the local Roaring Fork Leadership Program, 
participants work in teams on civic projects in order to practice 
the leadership skills they acquire during the nine month 
program. Our team was very fortunate to have Roaring Fork 
Conservancy (RFC) as our project sponsor. Our project had 
two components: (1) help organize an educational Riparian 
Workshop, primarily for landscapers and landscape architects, 
on the how’s and why’s of preserving and maintaining riparian 
habitat in the Roaring Fork Watershed, and (2) research 
landscaper certification programs in other areas of the country 
that could serve as a model for a local program.  

From the get-go, our team was excited to work with RFC.  
We all learned so much about our beautiful watershed, and 
the need to protect it.  We also felt like we were able to make 
a tangible contribution to RFC’s mission.  The Riparian 
Workshop was well attended and received high marks from 
participants.  Similarly, the landscaper certification research was 
well received by Roaring Fork Valley organizations responsible 
for water use management.

At the same time, our team had a lot of fun.  Christina Medved, 
RFC’s Watershed Education Director, was our very dedicated 
and fun-loving partner throughout the project, and was a 
blast to work with.  Her active engagement with the team was 
invaluable to the success of our efforts. Thank you Roaring 
Fork Conservancy for making our team’s Roaring Fork 
Leadership Program experience so rewarding!

By Rebecca Wallace, Tish Filiss, Scott Billeisen, Kelly Cave, Lucy Laffoon, Steve Sand, and Angilina Taylor 

Think outside the banks.

To learn more about your riparian habitat,  
or for a free riparian assessment, call  
Roaring Fork Conservancy at 970-927-1290.

Healthy rivers require a  
        healthy riparian habitat.
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Adventures in Water Sampling – 2016 Roaring Fork Algal Survey
By Chad Rudow, Water Quality Coordinator

During the late summer of 2016 Roaring Fork Conservancy (RFC) received reports of a significant algal bloom in the Roaring 
Fork River from Carbondale to Glenwood Springs.  This “emerald carpet” appeared more extensive than usual and raised 
concerns about detrimental impacts to aquatic life. In response, RFC designed and implemented a water quality sampling plan 
and algal survey with John Newbury, a local angler, guide, and aquatic scientist. 

It was determined that sampling should commence very early in the morning, in order to measure critical in-stream 
oxygen levels at a time when they would typically be at their lowest. Below is a sample of the field work schedule John 
and I followed. Results of this study are forthcoming and will be released once available. 
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1:00am	 Begin field work prepa
rations: calibrate 		



	 equipment, gather su
pplies, etc.

4:15am	 Leave house (only c
ar on the road).

4:30am	 Meet at Veltus Park i
n Glenwood Springs to 	

	 begin field work.

4:56-5:45am	Conduct water samplin
g in the dark via 		



	 headlamp at 3 sites in Glenwood S
prings.

6:14am	 With the sun rising, bu
shwhack to 2 sites n

ear 	

	 Fourmile Creek to conduct add
itional sampling.

6:37am	 Conduct water samplin
g at the Westbank  

	 boat launch. 

7:21am	 Hike 1½ miles while osprey c
ircle overhead to 	

	 conduct water sampl
ing at 2 more sites 

below 	

	 Aspen Glen Golf Club.

8:07am	 Walk 1/3 mile to conduct wat
er sampling at 	

	 Coryell Ranch.

8:28-8:51am	 Conduct water samplin
g at 3 sites on  

	 the Crystal and Roaring Fork Rivers in

	 Carbondale, encounter
ing a black bear in 

 

	 the process. 

9:10am	 Conduct water samplin
g at the County Road 	

	 100 bridge and disc
over a very muddy r

iver 	

	 from upstream rains
. Recognize the urgent 

		

	 need to quickly work
 back downstream t

o stay 	

	 ahead of muddy con
ditions.

9:30am	 Pick up quick snack/
coffee in Carbondale 		

	 (need more energy t
o keep moving).

10:17-11:30am	Conduct water samplin
g and an algal 		



	 streambed coverage 
survey working back

 		

	 downstream from Carbondale, revisiting 
½ the 	

	 original sites.

12:00pm	 Conduct final water s
ampling/algal survey

 at 	

	 Veltus Park in Glenw
ood Springs.

12:30pm	 Sampling complete! Pic
k up some much 

	 needed lunch.

1:00pm	 Return home for an a
fternoon nap after a

 		

	 12-hour work day. 

That’s not moonlight on the water, 

that’s Chad’s headlamp as he collects 

a water sample in the middle of the 

Roaring Fork River at 5am. On 

the right, John records the data by 

headlamp-light.

Cladophora glomerata, the 

bright green algae being studied, 

has sometimes been called 

‘Mermaid’s Hair’.

Final calibration of instruments 

before collecting a measurement.



Having a great 
partner is like 

having a great fly. 
THANK YOU to all 
our partners who 
helped protect our 
rivers over the last 

20 years.

COLORADO
RIVER WATCH



Community Office for Resource Efficiency

Ruedi Water & Power Authority

Colorado River District
Protecting Western Colorado Water Since 1937
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THANK YOU,  
2016 Business 

Members!

Alfred Gardner

Allen H. Adger, P.C.

Alpine Angling & Roaring Fork Anglers

Aspen Associates Realty

Aspen Flyfishing Guide Service, Inc.

Aspen Grove Property Services

Blazing Adventures/Incline Ski Shop

Blue Creek Business Solutions

Bristlecone Mountain Sports

Charles Cunniffe Architects

Crystal Fly Shop

Cunningham Mortgage Company

Gran Farnum Printing

Growing Years Preschool

Harry Teague Architects

Jamie Tredeaux

K&W Concrete

Karp Neu Hanlon, P.C.

Patrick, Miller, & Noto, P.C.

Proudline Guided Fly Fishing, LLC

Roaring Fork Beer Company

Starkworks Inc.

TJ Concrete Construction, Inc.

Treadz

WHB Construction

Staff & Board Flows 

Eric Thomas,  
Water Quality Intern
Eric grew up living along a small lake in 
Ohio. He fell in love with the recreational 
opportunities the lake provided, but was 
confronted with the need to protect the 
resource at an early age. While he was in high 
school, a CAFO (Concentrated Animal Feeding 

Operation) was proposed for development not far from the lake. This 
spurred him to get involved with the local movement to protect the lake’s 
water quality and to keep the surrounding environment safe. Eric is now an 
undergraduate in the Watershed Program at Colorado State University. As 
an intern with RFC during the summer of 2016 he was able to gain some 
“real world” experience that will help him be an even more effective advocate 
for lakes, rivers and streams in the future. 

Carlson Schwoerer,  
Watershed Action Intern 
Carlson is an undergraduate student in 
Environmental Management and Policy at 
California Polytechnic State University in San 
Luis Obispo. This was his second summer 
assisting the RFC Watershed Action team in 
collecting water quality samples, and helping 

the Education & Outreach team with public events and updating the 
Roaring Fork Watershed Plan. We wish him the best on the homestretch 
toward graduation!  

Michael Schuster,  
Program Assistant
Mike has lived in the Roaring Fork Valley since 
1995. He first worked with RFC during the 
2015 field season. He returned this past May, 
after a busy winter managing Four Mountain 
Sports at Buttermilk Ski Area. Armed with a 
B.S. in Water Science, with a minor in Ecology 

from the University of Colorado, Mike assisted staff with water quality and 
didymo sampling, and led educational outreach programs targeting local 
farmers markets and other community events. 

Glenwood Springs Tamarisk 
Removal Project 2016
By Chad Rudow, Water Quality Coordinator

On October 8, RFC partnered on a Tamarisk Removal 
Project along the Roaring Fork and Colorado Rivers in 
Glenwood Springs. Tamarisk, currently on the state noxious 
weed list, is known for its ability to out-compete native 
plants, alter riparian diversity, and even change hydrologic 
patterns. We are grateful to the 20 staff and volunteers who 
worked all day removing and discouraging the regrowth of 
this invasive species.

Many partners collaborated to make this project a success, 
including Roaring Fork Conservancy, Roaring Fork 
Outdoor Volunteers, Garfield County, City of Glenwood 
Springs, and Mount Sopris Conservation District.

Photo by Todd Patrick Photography
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Connecting Roaring Fork Valley Students to Their  
Future Water Supply
By Liza Mitchell, Education & Outreach Coordinator

Watershed science does not stop when the water freezes, nor does watershed science 
education. The Roaring Fork Watershed is a snow-dominated system, since most 
of the water that fills our streams and rivers year-round originates as snow. Many 
wintertime visitors do not understand the connection between the fluffy white 
powder and the summertime beauty, recreation and livelihoods that it supports. 
Luckily, most local 6th graders do, because middle school students in Aspen, Basalt, 
Carbondale, Marble and Glenwood Springs attend RFC’s Snow Science programs 
with their schools each winter.

Expanding upon the water cycle and basic snowflake morphology, students 
get more than knee-deep in the snow, digging snow pits on local ski hills and 
public lands to analyze the water content of our snowpack. RFC educators use 
the same sampling technique as expert 
snow surveyors from Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) to help 
students calculate how much water is 

held within the snowpack. Students also learn to think critically about the data 
they are gathering by comparing our results to those obtained by another sampling 
technique: melting the snow right there in the field. 

It is amazing to see how students react to hands-on educational experiences. Many 
students arrive cold and unsure of the day, but those worries quickly fade as they 
dive into the sampling. Some giggle as they throw snow at each other, some sit 
quietly inspecting shapes of snowflakes from different layers in the snowpack, others 
gravitate towards the calculators to punch out the density calculations. In the end, 
the students and teachers have a great time exploring the watershed and leave with a 
better understanding of just how critical snow is to our local economy and regional 
water management. 
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A big THANK YOU to the crew at 
Backbone Media for volunteering 

their time to help rehabilitate 
several riparian areas at RFC’s 
Blue Creek Ranch Conservation 
Easement. Thank you Roaring 
Fork Outdoor Volunteers for 

partnering on this project.

If you or your organization would 
like to participate in a volunteer 

project to benefit our local rivers, 
please contact us!

Students collect data

Digging a snowpit

6 5  N O R T H  4 T H  S T .  S U I T E  O N E ,  C A R B O N D A L E ,  C O  8 1 6 2 3



17th annual

On the banks of the Fryingpan

July 13, 2016

Trout Release

Rick Lofaro,  RFC Executive Director

Live Auction fun - Special Liquor Drawing

On the banks of the Fryingpan River

Dancing to the great music

Bidding at Live Auction

Dick Kipper, President of RFC National Council, welcomes guests

Enjoying River Rendezvous

Bo Hale Treatment

Live Auction

2016 Robert Billingsley River 

Conservator Award recipients: 

Cornelia & Meredith Long

Wine & Liquor  

Silent Auction
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GOLD MEDAL PARTNERS
Carter & Dane Brooksher
Randy & Ken Kendrick

Roaring Fork Club Partners
Barb & Pat McMahon

The Final Stretch
The River Center is within reach. Your help is critical! 

    RIVER CENTER
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

    THE

The Final Stretch
The River Center is within reach. Your help is critical! 

    RIVER CENTER
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

    THE

Situated near downtown Basalt and Old Pond Park, the River Center will provide easy access for both residents and visitors 
to drop in and learn more about the pivotal role rivers play in the community, the watershed, the state and the American 
West. The River Center will also boast an ideal location to host water-related educational seminars and classes, in addition 
to providing much needed lab space for water quality testing and river research.

With the unique combination of accessibility, visibility and functionality, the River Center is not just a building; it is 
an innovative concept to demonstrate, experience and share the actions and interactions necessary to protect our 
exceptional rivers and watershed.

For more information please contact: Sarah Woods, Director of Philanthropy, (970) 927-9595, swoods@roaringfork.org

BRONZE MEDAL PARTNERS
David Burden
Elizabeth McGeachin McKee Foundation
Julie D. Roth Charitable Fund
Bonnie & Harry Kloosterman
Ann Nichols
Bill Poss & Associates
Diane & Rob Schwener

SILVER MEDAL PARTNERS
Aspen Skiing Company Family Fund
       & Environment Foundation
Mary & Jim Griffith
Judith & Nick Huston
Hyde Family Foundation

Marianne & Dick Kipper
Colleen & Craig Slater
Mary Ann & John Virant
Kay & Robert Watson

CORNERSTONE PARTNERS
Judy & David Baum
Eleanor & Hal Davis
Janet & Robert Hoffman
Ann & Tom Korologos
Dianne & Jim Light
Cornelia & Meredith Long

Clarisa & Tom McMahon
The Roaring Fork Club
Carolyn & Dick Shell Family
J. Robert Young Foundation/Alpine Bank
David Wilhelm
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Alpine Bank
Aspen Skiing Company
Aspen Skiing Company         
        Environment Foundation
Bessie Minor Swift Foundation
City of Aspen Arts &  
        Community Non-Profit Fund
City of Aspen  
        (Utilities, Parks and Recreation,                 
        Engineering departments)
Eagle County
Garfield County
EcoProducts
Pitkin County Healthy  
        Community Fund
Pitkin County Healthy Rivers 
        and Streams
Pitkin County Open Space & Trails
State of Colorado
The Thrift Shop of Aspen

River Benefactor
($25,000 or more)
Barb & Pat McMahon

River Conservationist
($15,000 - 24,999)
Carter & Dane Brooksher
Nancy & Rich Kinder
Cornelia & Meredith Long

River Protector
($10,000 - $14,999)
Dr. Stephen Brint  
        & Mark Brown
Patsy & George Conrades
Melissa & David Hotchkin
Christy & Richard Montgomery
William & Marie Wise  
        Family Foundation

River Guardian
($6,000 - 9,999)
Judy & David Baum
Janice & Philip Beck
Louise & Clay Bennett
Gary Blackie
David Burden
Lise & Howard Cohen
Eleanor & Hal Davis
Chip Griffith
Mary & Jim Griffith
Hyde Family Foundation
Marianne & Dick Kipper
Bonnie & Harold Kloosterman
Clarisa & Tom McMahon
Maren & Don Schuster
Kay & Robert Watson

River Monitor
($3,000 - 5,999)
Anne Austin-Clapper
Currie & Thomas Barron
Charlotte & Dan Blanks
Sue & Mike Bowlin
Barbara & Franklin Carson
Debbie Carson
Shawn Cheadle
T Danis Charitable Foundation
Karen & Robert Davis
Muffy & Andy DiSabatino
Mary & Neil Dorflinger
Joyce & Bill Gruenberg
Ruthie & Dave Hoff
Eveline Hoffman & Joel Strumph
Judith & Nick Huston
Wendy & Bill Kortepeter
Amy & Tim Leach
Ann McAlpin
Sally & Mike McLarry

Jane & Tim McMahon
Janis Merrill
Wichita Falls Area Community 
        Foundation - Pat and Jane 
        Bolin Family Donor  
        Advised Fund
Sue & Kirk Patrick
Prehm Ranch
RCG Fund
Lynda & Stewart Resnick
Betty & Jan Rietdijk
Anita & Merlyn Sampels
Wendy & John W. Seiple
Christina & Kile Smith
Judy & Charles Tate
Pam & Dan Turley
Margie Weber
Letitia Wenisch
Sarah & Robert Woods
Geny Sanchez and J. Robert Young
J. Robert Young Advised Fund at 
        Aspen Community Foundation
 
Enthusiast
($1,000 - 2,999)
Kara & Nick Armano
Gail & Michael Attas
 Susan & Stephen Baird
Teresa & Steven Beal
Blum-Kovler Foundation
Annatje & Ted Borchelt
Janie & Edward Bradley
Bristlecone Mountain Sports
John & Amy Griffith Charters
Carol Craig
Mara & David Deniger
Laura Donnelley
Anonymous
Ernst & Wilma Martens Foundation
Anonymous
Mike and Laura Kaplan 
         Advised Fund
Stanley D. Gertzbein  
        & Marianne Antoniak
Jim Gilchrist & Lynn Nichols
Pergo Foundation
Denise & Andy Goldfarb
Jennifer & Cap Grossman
Frank J. Guyol III
Kay & Ned Holmes
Katie & Rob Holton
Kirsten & Kyle Johnstone
Stacey & George Kelly
Thomas Kenning
Jan & Jim Kingham
Sally & Jim Klingbeil
Peter A. Looram
Debra & Reagan Majoria
Dan McMahon
Fran & Jack Mikaloff
Jean Moore
Jeanie & John Morris
Anonymous
Bill Riffle & Ruann Ernst
Mary Bucksbaum Scanlan  
        Family Foundation
Mike Scanlon
Katie & H.C. Van Schaack
Judy Scherer
Nancy & John Schneider
Trish & Mark Seaman
Woodbridge Realty
Helen Simon
Steve Smith
Ellen Temple
The Robert and Margaret  
        McNamara Foundation #3
AJ & Michael Thompson
Anne & William Tobey
Carol & Mack Trapp
Curtis Vaughn

Connie & Jon Warnick
Sherry & Brit White
Mary & Hugh Wise
Jean & Bill Wunderlich
Phyllis & Larry Yaw

Conservation Partner
($500 - 999)
New Roads Foundation
Bank of Colorado
Wendy & Jack Bergstrom
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy Bernstein
Beverley & Norm Brown
Michelle & Ronald Brown
Nancy & Jeff Carlson
Betsy & Jim Chaffin
Marlane & David Cherry
Claudia Lauer & Mark Harris
Christin Cleaver
Andrew DePaul
Pamela & Bruce Earthman
Beth & Tom Eckert
Lassiter Electric Inc.
Jennifer & Stephen Ellsperman
Patricia & Rolen Ferris
Nanette & Jerry Finger
Anonymous
Jack McKay & Leslie Ann Gallagher
Laura & Javier Gonzalez-Bringas
Gwyneth & Eric Gosney
Mary & Mark Gould
Karen Gray
Cindy & Arthur Harding, Jr
Sue & Robert Hess
Katherine & Roger Hinds
Anita & Donald Ingle
Sandy & Charles Israel
Gretchen & Peter Jameson
Ann & Joe Kercheville
Nick Kilbourn
David Swersky & Geni King
Ann & Tom Korologos
Meta Alice Keith  
        Bratten Foundation
Marianne & Bill Lederer
Dianne G. & James W. Light
Claudia & Fred Lummis
Kim & William Madden
Rita & John Madden
Marcia & Don Flaks
Martha Long & Sean Wade
Lynn & Frances Mayhan
Kirsten & Gerald McDaniel
Tim McMahon
Liz & Jim Milton
Neil-Garing Agency, Inc.
Rick Neiley & Maria Maniscalchi
Jane & Clarke Nims
NRS (Northwest River Supply)
Nina O’Leary Zilkha  
        & Michael Zilkha
Blanca & Cavanaugh O’Leary
Pamela & David Ott
Ginny Parker
Hensley & James Peterson
Libby Pettit
Sara Ransford
Sherry & Brooks Reed
Judy & Jim Rifkin
Cindy & Andy Russell
Diane & Rob Schwener
Sarah & Richard Shaw
Carolyn & Dick Shell
Martha & Thomas Singleton
Greg and Suzanne Spencer
Sandy & Stephen Stay
Trout Unlimited Ferdinand  
        Hayden Chapter
Suzanne & Michael Vernon
Mary Ann & John Virant
Gayle Waterman

Allyson and Walter Weathers
Patricia & Jay Webster
Laura & Will Wilson
Corinne & Paul Wood
Alexandra Yajko

Spawnsor
($200 - 499)
Harry Andrews
Becky Ayres
Backbone Media
Sally & Mark Baldwin
Bonner & George Ball
Chuck Bellock & Maggie Morrison
Beth Blackmer
Blue Tent Marketing
Eileen & Frank Bresnan
Wickes Brewester
Edward Brown
William Browning
Heather & Greg Bryan
Kay & John Callison
Cindy Kenney Agency
Christy & Steve Clettenberg
Ned Collum
Marcia Corbin
Susan & John Cottle
Linda & Clay Crossland
Veronica & Michael F. Curran
Sherry Ann & Edward Dayton
Nancy Dunlap
Dafri & Michael Estes
Patti & Richard Everett
Betty Filippone
John Filippone & Susan Atwood
Jim Finch
Janet & Robert J. Firth
David Fleisher & Gina Berko
Jane & Bill Frazer
Mark Fuller & Penny Atzet
Cheryll & Jack Goodman
Gran Farnum Printing & Publishing
Phoebe & Larry Gruel
Missy & Marty Hagen
Kristen Henry
Marnie & Lee Hogan
Andrea Rossetti Hollerbach
David Johnson
Carolyn & Bill Kane
CP & Stephen Kanipe
Halley Keating
Chris Keller
Heather A Kelly
Lolly Kelly
Nancy & Don Kempf
Douglas Kenward
Deborah & Darrell Kirch
Jonathan Klausner
Stan Kornasiewicz
koru Construction
Rosella & Dave Leety
Alpine Liquors
Lindsay & Rick Lofaro
Judith & Amory Lovins
Mechelle & Tony Lugard
Laura & John Marlow
Suzy & Bill McKee
Barbara & Jons Milnor
Doyen & James Mitchell
Jacob Mohrmann
Ann Mullins
Wendy & Roy Nunn
Pat & Jane Bolin Family Foundation
Anonymous
Frank S. Peters  
        & Marjory M. Musgrave
Lauren Pierce
Henry Pitot & Kika Dudiak
Jennifer Smetek Randle
Myra & Robert Rich
Louisa & John Ritsick

Jenny & Todd Sauer
The Susan &  
        Ford Schumann Foundation
Earlene & Herb Seymour
Sopris Engineering
Justin Streeb
Kathleen B Sullivan
Julia Loo & Steve Sutcliffe
Lucia Swanson
Valerie & Michael Thompson
Timberline Bank
Joseph A Tumminello
Kellie Ulrich
Cher R Vincent
Denice Volk-Reich
Yayoi Wakabayashi
Cynthia Wayburn
Gayle & Richard Wells
Marlane & Donn Willins
Mary Logan Wolf
Susan & David Young
Trisha & Patrick Youssi
YouthEntity

Outfitter
($100 - 199)
Peppy & Wally Dallenbach,  
        Colorado 500, Inc.
Allison and Dale Armstrong
Anne & Tom Baker
Steven & Barb Barios-Wickes
Nicole Barker
Lisa A Bernhoft
Bob Blackburn & Ann Smulka
Lynn & Bruce Bowen
Whitney Bradberry
Georgie Bremner
Marian & Albert Brown
Jack Butterfield & Jeanne Beaudry
Oni Butterfly
David Caldwell
Kelly Cave
Carolyn & Dr. Nick Cole
Karen Conklin
Laurie A Conn
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan
Elizabeth & Christopher Dorr
Ellen T. Knous, CPA
Jim Elliott
W. Durand Eppler & Jean Scandlyn
Lee A Erb
Debbi Falender
Timothy Filippone
Tish Filiss
William A Fisher
Jonathan Fitch
Donald J. Fleisher
Amy & Robert French
Lyle Ginsburg
Jean & David Goldstein
Lesley & Don Gorman
Tom Gorman
Casady M Henry
Karen & Stephen Hessl
Zander Higbie
Marcee & Tim Hobbs
Ann Hodges
Erin Hollingsworth
Janis and George Huggins
Matt and Breckie Hunt
Sandy Jackson
Kristen Jensen
Ann & Samuel Johnson
Denise Jurgens
Jeffrey Kallenberg
Carol & Peter King
Nancy & Michael Kish
Sarah & Steve Knous
Ann Koveleski
Ramsey and Stephen Kropf
Marilyn & Henry Lee



 Fall 2016 ~ RIVER CURRENTS 15

O
ctober 2015 - O

ctober 2016

D
O

N
O

R
 H

O
N

O
R

 R
O

L
L

Gary R Lichtenwalter
Carol & Bill Lightstone
Dianne & Jeff Lizotte
Rich Lofaro
In Honor of Cornelia  
        and Meredith Long
Elizabeth Lozner
Martin Manosevitz
Martha & Michael McCoy
Andrew C McGregor
Heidi McGuire
Tom Melberg
Andy Mill
Michael Miller & Carol Murphy
Carolyn & Tom Moore
Caroline W Mulroy
Mark  J Murray
Eric Nelson
Kelcey Nichols
Peter Nichols
Terri & Bill Parsons
Pinnacol Assurance
Cyrena & Lee Pondrom
Melanie Poole
Jayne & Bill Poss
Gabrielle & Robert Rafelson
Emily & Ken Ransford
Anita Rayburn
Hope & John Reese
Roaring Fork Valley CO-OP
Roaring Fork Beer Company, 
        Chase Engel & Aly Sanguily
Dieter Schindler
Larry Schneider, MD
Jim Schreier  
        & Jean Turner Schreier
Jill Uris & Kim Sheelar
Mike Simmons
Rick Smidt
Ward W Smith
Ann Smock
Frances Soroka
Lorraine & Pat Spector
Tori & Tony Thompson
Denise & Tom Tomaskovic
Gerard Tomasso  
        & Sherry Caloia
Mike Turner
Gerard VanderBeek
Ruth & Bob Wade
Stella A. & Michael Wagner
Nancy & Tony Warren
Susan Welsch & Everett Pierce
Anne Whetzel
Stephanie Williams
Elizabeth Wysong

Basic Member 
($25 - $99)
Anita & Paul Adolph
Justin Alderfer
Bev & Jim Alderson
Tanya Allen
Rikki Altenburg
Anonymous
American Express Company -         
        Employee Giving Program
Sharon & Bruce Anderson
Claudia Baird
Nancy & Bill L Baldwin
Gerry & Bruce Barker
Ruth & Jim Barnes
Laura Barton
Tony Battaglia
Dan Ben-Horin
Sallie & Tom Bernard
Ben Bohmfalk
Liz & John Bokram
Kip Bossong
Betty & Ernie Bradley
Karen & Ted Bristol

Claire Britt
Jim Butchart
Robert Cardwell
Colin Cares
Helen & Roger Carlsen
Carol & Ron Waeckerlin M.D.
Scott R. Carter
Ruth A Carver
Hunter J Causey
Barbara Chiabai
Molly & Steven Child
Tania Clark
Climate Control Company  
        of Glenwood Springs
Gus Daniel Collias
Barbara Collins
The Kroger Company
Jeff Conklin
Terry Conklin
Suzie and Randy Courtney
Crystal Valley Plumbing  
        & Heating
Karen Curry
Jennie Curtis
Helen Davis
Steven Deliyianis
Sharon DeQuine
Doris & Chuck Downey
Janis Dybdahl
Deborah and Dennis Eben
Shaine Ebrahimi / Shaboomee
Julie Edman
Ellen & Matt Dube
Lynn Engel
Edie & Wes Engstrom
Lee Ann Eustis
Mary Lou & Joe Farrell
Marylou Felton
Marc Fernandes
Sheryl Sabandal & Sean Fick
Stephanie Fitzpatrick
Mary Lou & John Flynn
Molly Irwin & Joshua Fogg
Lisa Fortier
Cheryl & Bob Frey
Kerry Galusha
Holly Gingles
Anne Goldberg
Leslie T Gray
Hawk Greenway  
        & Shelley Supplee
Krys Greenwood
Jae Gregory
Michael Grillot
Steven Haines
Greg Hales
David Hamilton
Wayne Harris
Richard Hart
Jamin Heady-Smith
Jeremy Heiman
Andrew S. Helsley
Sarah Henrikson
Robin & Kendall Henry
Pati Hensley
Sherry & Rick Herrington
Karl Hoff
Lauren Hoffmann
Nancy & Peter Hoffmann
Holy Cross Energy
Ann Hopkinson
Paige & Hutch Hutchinson
Michael Hutton & PJ Wallace
Joyce Illian
Ed Jennings
Dennis Johnson
Elizabeth & Andy Johnson
Janet Johnson & Mary Ellis
Sandy & Peter Johnson
Eric O. Johnston
Ruth Johnston &  

        O.B. Johnston lll
Kerry & Larry Jones
Mary Ellen Jones
Ed Kasper
John Katzenberger & Deb Jones
Susan & Albert Kern
Mary & John  Killebrew
Janet Kinder
Lani Kitching
Elizabeth & Kelly Klein
Lilia & Ricky Kozell
Becky & Jack LaCroix
Mark Lacy & Sharon Clarke
Barbara & Michael Larime
Erika & Rob Leavitt
Jean & Richard Leety
Casey & John Livingston
Linda Loeschen
John B Loomis
Lori & Kenneth Williams
Jan Louthis
Manfred Luehne
Monte Lutterman
Howie Mallory
Kathye H Martini
Kelly & Bryan May
Dottie & Buzz McArthur
David McGavock
Holly McLain
Tim McNulty  
        & Mary Lou Haflinger
Christina Medved
Jane Meneely
Ray Meyer  
        & Cathy Montgomery
Lee & Paul Michaels
Valerie & Michael Miller
Bob Millette  
        & Maggie Pedersen
Richard Minkoff
Jane & Bill Mitchell
Dean Moffatt
Charles Moore
Jim Morris
Deborah Murphy  
        & Bruce Gabow
Cam and Abbe Murray
Ganpathy N Murthy  
        & Anne Frances Miller
Sue Nall
Rob Norville
Sarah Oates
Marina & Tim O’Keefe
Brenna Owen
Holly Pagan
Anneliese Peace
Lynn & Kenneth Plank
Marti Pouliot
Mike Prough
Carolyn & Robert Purvis
Shirley Rhudy
Rachel Richards
Ken Riley
Pam Robinson
Tina Rochowiak
Rich Roedel
Gerry Roehm
Katie & Tom Rubel
Frank Rudecoff
Tiffanie & Chad Rudow
Heather & Greg Rydell
Kristen Sabel
Jill Sabella
Linda & Bill Sargeant
Carol Sasa
Mimi Schlumberger
Judith J. Schramm
Elizabeth Scordato
Nancy & Mark Silverman
Larry and Lisa Singer
Ashley Smith

Tracey Snow 
Laurie & Andy Soliday
Margo & Howard Stapleton
Brenda Kanter Stern
John Stickney & Lee Beck
Nina & Dick Stumpf
Sally Swarz
Kathleen Sydoryk
Don Taylor
Karin Teague
Jennifer Tilley
Kristin Tita
TJ Concrete Construction, Inc.
Linda Ukraine
Shelle DeBeque and  
        Hank van Berlo
Jackie & David Wagner
Noreen Ward
Melissa Waters
Jacque & Tim Whitsitt
Marilyn Wilmerding
Lee Wilson
Steve & Mia Wilson
Marion, Jean & Hayden Winkler
Karen Wogsland
Ronald Wolff
Patricia and Geoffrey Worley
Valerie & Fletcher Yaw
Cindy & Ed Zasacky
Vic Zerbi

In Memory of Kea Hause
Brenda Kanter Stern

In Memory of John C Cleaver
Christin Cleaver

In Memory of  
        John Allen Wenisch
Letitia Wenisch

In Memory of Willard Clapper
Anne Austin-Clapper

In Memory of Jay Logan
Mary Logan Wolf

In Memory of  
        Mary Lou Weinland
Diane & Rob Schwener

In Honor of Bill  
        & Joyce Gruenberg
Kristen Henry

In Honor of Carolyn  
        & Phil Helman
Ward W Smith

In Honor of Cornelia  
        & Meredith Long
Barbara & Franklin Carson
Blanca & Cavanaugh O’Leary
Claudia & Fred Lummis
Gretchen & Peter Jameson
Jenny Long Murphy  
        & Edwin Hardin Murphy
Judy & Charles Tate
Martha Long & Sean Wade
Nancy & Rich Kinder
Nina O’Leary Zilkha  
        & Michael Zilkha
Pam & Dan Turley
Pamela & David Ott
Sarah & Robert Woods

In Honor of Liza Mitchell
Currie & Thomas Barron

In Honor of Pat McMahon
Bev & Jim Alderson

RIVER CURRENTS 
is published by Roaring Fork 
Conservancy biannually. Roaring 
Fork Conservancy is the watershed 
action and education organization 
for the Roaring Fork Valley. Our 
mission is to inspire people to 
explore, value and protect the 
Roaring Fork Watershed. We are 
an independent 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit organization based in Basalt, 
Colorado, the geographic center 
of the Roaring Fork Watershed. 
Roaring Fork Conservancy was 
founded in December 1996 to 
bring people together to protect 
our rivers. We appreciate your 
support and comments.

Board of Directors:
Pat McMahon PRESIDENT

Diane Schwener VICE PRESIDENT

Jennifer Sauer TREASURER

Jeff Conklin SECRETARY

Ted Borchelt
Stephen Ellsperman
Dick Kipper
Jim Light
Rick Lofaro EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Rick Neiley 
Don Schuster
Larry Yaw

Program Staff & Associates:
Rick Lofaro
	 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Megan Dean
	 WATERSHED EDUCATOR 
Larry Gruel  
	 CONTROLLER
Heather Lewin 
	 WATERSHED ACTION DIRECTOR
Seth Kurt Mason 
	 HYDROLOGY
Christina Medved
	 WATERSHED EDUCATION DIRECTOR
Liza Mitchell
	 EDUCATION & OUTREACH COORDINATOR
Chad Rudow
	 WATER QUALITY COORDINATOR
Sheryl Sabandal
	 DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE
Rose Ann Sullivan 
	 STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS
Sarah Woods 
	 DIRECTOR OF PHILANTHROPY

River Stewards  
Steering Committee
Nick Kilbourn CHAIR

Natasha Lucero Conklin SECRETARY

Kara Armano 
Peter Arlein
Dan Berg
Colin Cares
Jordan Curet
Jon Forbes
Meaghan Lynch
Lauren Pierce

Thanks to our newsletter sponsor:



ROARING FORK CONSERVANCY
P.O. Box 3349 ~ Basalt, Colorado 81621

(970) 927-1290 ~ www.roaringfork.org

GIVE WHERE YOU LIVE, DONATE ONLINE!
 

Visit Roaring Fork Conservancy on ColoradoGives.org, a 
year-round online giving website that features more than 

1,500 Colorado charities. Learn about our programs, how 
we are helping our community, and donate online directly 
to RFC. Tell your friends and family -- no more stamps, no 

more envelopes -- simply donate online.

Go to www.ColoradoGives.org and enter “Roaring Fork 
Conservancy” in the search field. From all of us at Roaring 

Fork Conservancy, thank you for your support!

ColoradoGives.org is made possible by  
Community First Foundation

COLORADO GIVES DAY IS DECEMBER 6TH

YOU’RE  
INVITED  

to our  
20th Birthday party!   

 
Wednesday, Nov. 16  
from 4:30-6:30pm  

Riverside Grill
181 Basalt Center Circle 

Basalt, CO 
 

Details at  
www.roaringfork.org


