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Living in the Roaring Fork Valley, many of us have heard 
or used the term “local” when referring to a person who 
lives here permanently. Urban Dictionary defines locals as 
“prominent people who have lived in an area for an extended 
period of time.” But what else defines a “local”? What does it 
really mean to “live” in an area? 

For many who have made their homes in tourist hotbeds 
of the Mountain West, becoming a local means more than 
simply existing in an area for an extended period of time. 
It means one has lived 
here and participated 
in something unique 
long enough to know 
where all the best skiing/
rafting/fishing/coffee/
pubs/restaurants are 
located. In between 
visits to their favorite 
powder stash/rapid/
reach/watering hole, 
true “locals” are engaged 
in their communities: 
the people, politics, and 
places that shape their 
home. The “locals” in 
Western Town, USA 
have personas that 
are desirable and sought after by both tourists and other 
residents. What does this persona look like? There is no 
single look or code that defines a local. One can be a ski 
instructor, police officer, teacher, fishing or raft guide, or 
a socialite. There is, however, a certain je ne sais quoi that 
brands a local as someone who can hold their own with 
the best of them and has the knowledge and experience to 
command respect.

We often rely on the advice of the local: Where’s the best 
skiing today? What’s hatching on the Fryingpan? Who’s 
bartending at fill-in-the-blank watering hole tonight? The 
observations of people who live, know and experience a 
particular area for long enough to be deemed a “local” are 
often more valid and reliable than information anywhere 
else. At RFC, we have come to value local observations, those 
not documented or studied per scientific method, to help us 

understand both water and community needs. For example, 
an angler or guide who regularly fishes the same location is 
often the most reliable source for changes in insects, fish, or 
water levels. Without local anglers, the insights gained from 
the Comprehensive Lower Fryingpan Study, which is near 
completion, may never have happened as they first sounded 
the alarm that something was out of balance in the river.

Sometimes local water knowledge is found in a place 
where many would not look, for example, the agricultural 

community. The roots 
of many local ranchers 
run deeper than the 
years or decades of 
which other locals boast. 
Some have been here for 
generations, working the 
land with their families 
on the ranch their 
grandparents grew up on. 
Many local ranches have 
been irrigating for over 
100 years, inextricably 
tying the water to the 
land, and the rancher 
to the water. Gaining 
local knowledge of these 
complex relationships 

has been invaluable to RFC, as we continue to embark on the 
Crystal River Stream Management Plan.

Denis Diderot said, “There are three principal means of 
acquiring knowledge... observation of nature, reflection, 
and experimentation. Observation collects facts; reflection 
combines them; experimentation verifies the result of that 
combination.” RFC relies on locals’ observations so that we 
can reflect together, and follow up with experimentation and 
studies as necessary to confirm the local knowledge.  In the 
process, we gather even deeper insights to the questions we 
ask. Without observation and shared reflection, there is no 
direction for experimentation, studies, or action.

Thank you to all the “locals” who call the Roaring Fork 
Valley home and are willing to share their observations with 
us as we work together to protect our watershed.

The Value of Local Knowledge
By Rick Lofaro, Executive Director

Photo Credit: Anson Fogel
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By Chad Rudow, Water Quality Coordinator

Colorado River Watch Program - Did You Know?

Rock Snot. The name alone alludes to the fact that this 
is not a nice thing to encounter. When hidden behind 
its scientific name Didymosphenia geminata, or didymo 
for short, rock snot gains an air of sophistication and 
mystique. While sophistication may be a stretch, didymo 
- how it works, where it thrives and how it spreads - 
continues to be surrounded by some mystery. RFC, 
in partnership with the Natural Resource Program at 

Colorado Mountain College (CMC) in Leadville, is working 
hard to understand the unknowns that surround didymo, 
not only in the Fryingpan River, but throughout Colorado. 

Here’s what we know: Didymo is a native algae. It is found 
in the Fryingpan below Ruedi and, in much smaller 
quantities, in tributaries that feed Ruedi. At nuisance levels, 
didymo can negatively impact macroinvertebrate and fish 
populations. High flows that allow rocks to move and 
tumble can decrease the presence of didymo, much like 
putting dirty clothes in a washing machine. 

With this knowledge, CMC students and interns, under the 
guidance of Jennifer Moore, the assistant project manager 
for Natural Resources Management at CMC, embarked 

on a study of the lower Fryingpan River to determine how 
much didymo is present and when and where it is most 
abundant. Through intensive field work, the crew found 
the highest quantity of didymo during the spring, and, 
as hypothesized, the level decreased following high water. 
This information is useful when considering optimal 
environmental flows from Ruedi and justifying the need for 
a spring flushing flow (which has many other benefits). 

The study seemed to be moving in a somewhat predictable 
manner until the third and final sampling when the rock 
snot did something unexpected: it virtually disappeared. 
Long strands and mats that were present even after peak 
flows were gone. But why? At present, we simply don’t 
know. Is there a seasonality to the didymo bloom? Did 
something change in the river chemistry that made the 
environment unfavorable to didymo growth? Or was it 
something else entirely? Did we scare it off in the first two 
rounds field studies? Of course, I’m joking. Everyone knows 
that rock snot cannot be intimidated. Or can it? The truth 
is, we do not yet know enough about this algae, which 
seems to be everywhere and nowhere in the course of a year. 

With contacts as high as the top didymo experts in the 
state, there are still no clear answers. But we are not done 
with didymo yet. RFC commissioned another study to 
look again at the Fryingpan’s rock snot. Will it follow 
a similar pattern of high, low, gone, or will the trend 
change? Stay right there on the edge of your seat because 
the answer will not be known until at least one more 
round of sampling takes place. Both studies will be useful, 
not only to Fryingpan residents, anglers and managers, 
but to other areas statewide as we share our study results 
in this area of increasing concern with minimal previous 
research and “knowns.” 

RFC sits at the cutting edge of rock snot research. While we 
may have sat in places with nicer names, mucking around 
in the didymo may prove to be some of the most important 
research RFC recently completed.

Roaring Fork Conservancy has participated in the Colorado River Watch program for 17 years, generating long-term water quality 
data, monitoring the health of local streams and rivers, and training citizens on how to collect meaningful water quality data. 
Check out some of these facts! 

•	 RFC maintains 23 water quality stations, more than any 
other participant in the state-wide River Watch program.

•	 Through the River Watch program, RFC tests 25 different 
water quality parameters at each station.

•	 Nine Stream Teams, totaling 25 dedicated volunteers, 
conduct year-round water quality monitoring for RFC.

•	 Volunteer Stream Teams contributed over 240 collective 
hours monitoring water quality in 2014.

•	 Four Stream Teams have volunteered for over 14 years. Many 
have been active for at least 5 years.

•	 Aspen Skiing Company has hosted an employee-based 
Stream Team for over 14 years.

•	 Five local schools – Aspen High School, Basalt High School,
•	 Colorado Rocky Mountain School, Glenwood Springs 

High School, and Glenwood Springs Middle School – also participate in the River Watch program, monitoring a combined 8 
stations.

•	 RFC staff, volunteer Stream Teams, and local schools collectively conducted over 152 sampling events in 2014.

The Broad Reach Of Our Data
Roaring Fork Conservancy water quality data is uploaded to  
the Colorado River Watch database and submitted to the  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s STORET database.
Take a look at who else uses this data.

Didymo Research: Uncovering the Mysteries of Rock Snot
By Heather Lewin, Watershed Action Director

Photo credit: Sarah Spaulding, USGS/U. of Colorado

Clean, Check, Dry Your Gear
Our rivers need your help to limit the dispersal of nuisance species, 
such as didymo.  On any weekend, you can find a wader washing 
station set up along the banks of the Fryingpan River by members of 
the newly formed Roaring Fork Valley Fly Fishing Club. Please stop 
by to say hello and to wash your waders and gear. 

United States of America

United States Environmental 
Protection Agency

United States Geological Survey
State of Colorado

Colorado Department of Public  
Health and Environment

Colorado Water Quality  
Control Division

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Roaring Fork Watershed
Roaring Fork 
Conservancy
Counties
Municipalities
Citizens

Who Is Colorado River Watch?
River Watch is a statewide volunteer water quality-
monitoring program operated in cooperation with 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife. Their mission is, “To work 
with voluntary stewards to monitor water quality and 
other indicators of watershed health and utilize this 
high quality data to educate citizens and inform decision 
makers about the condition of Colorado’s waters.” Over 
120 organizations participate in the River Watch program 
including a variety of schools, watershed groups, citizen 
groups and individuals.

Water Quality Volunteer Spotlight: Doug White

Roaring Fork Conservancy would like to take this 
opportunity to thank long-time water quality 
volunteer, Doug White. Doug conducted water 
quality monitoring for over 14 years and recently 
turned in his waders and sample bottles to retire to 
his home state of Arkansas. Thank you, Doug, for 
your many years of dedicated service and best wishes 
as you move on to new adventures!
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Roaring Fork Conservancy acts as a land trust, holding 16 Conservation 
Easements, and protecting over 280 acres of riparian habitat in the Roaring 
Fork Watershed.  Each issue of River Currents highlights one of these 
easements.

Stats
Acres: 73.4 
Date Acquired: June 20, 2000 
Riverfront Protected: 2,000 feet of Roaring Fork River
Owner: Pitkin County Open Space and Trails
Public Access: Emma and Rio Grande Trails

About the Easement
The acquisition of Emma Open Space was a true community effort, 
requiring the cooperation of several state, county, town and non-profit 
entities. In addition to protecting critical wildlife habitat, this property 
supports conservation, agricultural, and recreational activities. Historic 
agricultural parcels within the property are leased annually by Pitkin 
County. The property spans both sides of the Roaring Fork River, linking 
the wildlife areas on either side. The riparian and wetland areas along the 
Roaring Fork River are home to a wide variety of wildlife species. On the 
hillside, deer, elk, birds and other small mammals find a critical seasonal 
food source. A wildlife underpass supplements this popular migration 
corridor, allowing deer and elk to safely avoid crossing Highway 82 in their 

Moving to Aspen in 1972, Joyce and Bill immediately began volunteering in their new community. They live along the 
Roaring Fork River in Aspen, and Bill, an avid fisherman, has deep knowledge of all the best fishing spots on our local rivers.

Seventeen years ago, the director of Roaring Fork Conservancy, Jeanne Beaudry, asked Bill how a new non-profit 
organization could be successful in raising funds.  Bill responded by arranging a meeting between Jeanne and his wife Joyce, 

who had significant fundraising experience.  The River Rendezvous was 
the brainchild of that meeting and is still going strong today.  The basic 
format remains—have a unique dinner party, preferably beside the river, 
with an auction.  Over the years, we refined the details for what continues 
to be a very successful gathering.  Funds raised collectively at our 15 River 
Rendezvous have exceeded $3.4 million dollars.

In addition, Joyce suggested forming the Rivers Council, now the 
Roaring Fork Conservancy National Council.  This group of dedicated 
individuals continues to raise funds and build awareness of Roaring Fork 
Conservancy’s river projects and water education programs. 

Bill served the Rivers Council as President and Vice-President and is 
currently the Treasurer.  Along with Bill, Joyce has been on the committee 

since 1999.  Both have been incredibly involved with River Rendezvous since its inception and are great supporters of 
Roaring Fork Conservancy.  Congratulations, Joyce and Bill!

COMPREHENSIVE LOWER FRYINGPAN RIVER ASSESSMENT
Start Date: 	 April 2014
Components:	 Macroinvertebrate and Temperature Study, Didymo Survey, American Dipper Survey, 
	 Fryingpan Valley Economic Study
Status/Results:	 The Macroinvertebrate and Temperature Study is complete.  Results indicate that macroinvertebrate 		
	 populations are healthy with little change since the previous study in 2003. The American Dipper 		
	 Survey is also complete, finding that anthropogenic disturbance has likely impacted the 			 
	 population. Didymo results show abundant quantities in the spring, lesser amounts after peak flows, 		
	 and virtually none in the fall.  A follow-up didymo study is planned to better understand these results.   
	 At press time, we are still awaiting Economic Study Results.

CRYSTAL RIVER STREAM MANAGEMENT PLAN
Start Date: 	 June 2014
Components: 	 The Ecological Decision Support System (EcoDSS) involves modeling of various natural and 		
	 anthropogenic scenarios and how they affect the Crystal River. The Ecological Functional Assessment 	
	 (EFA) will evaluate resource management and prioritize future action. Stakeholder Engagement will 		
	 facilitate understanding of community needs and build support for upcoming projects
Status/Results: 	 Work on the EcoDSS and EFA is proceeding on schedule, with preliminary findings available this summer. 	
	 Stakeholder Engagement is ongoing through newsletter updates and Crystal River Conversations.

CATTLE CREEK WATER QUALITY EVALUATION
Start Date: 	 April 2015
Components: 	 Macroinvertebrate Analysis, Water Quality Sampling, Land Use Evaluation
Status/Results: 	 Water quality sampling began with spring runoff in early April. The first stakeholder meeting was held in 	
	 late April and was well attended. Macroinvertebrate sampling will take place fall of 2015.

Conservation Easement Profile:  Emma Open Space, Emma 2015 Robert Billingsley River Conservators: Joyce & Bill Gruenberg

Watershed Action Study Updates:

Roaring Fork Conservancy’s website is 
getting a new look. A BIG thank you to 
George Kelly and his team at Organic 

Returns for all their hard work. We are 
excited about the modern design and 
improved functionality. Stay tuned!

A New Website 
Coming Soon!



RIVER CURRENTS ~ Spring/Summer 2015  Spring/Summer 2015 ~ RIVER CURRENTS 76

N
E

W
S

 A
N

D
 U

P
D

A
T

E
S

W
A

T
E

R
S

H
E

D
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N

Students at Sopris Elementary in Glenwood Springs were 
excited to get outside and explore the beautiful Roaring Fork 
Watershed every Wednesday for seven weeks this past winter.  
In collaboration with the Roaring Fork School District, RFC 
offered the afterschool enrichment class: River Awareness, 
Exploration, and Tracking. The 24 enrolled students enjoyed 
playing games to learn about animal and river ecology, and 
spent time observing and drawing the special places they found. 

Students developed a sense of discovery and stewardship for our 
wonderful rivers. For example, one of the activities had students 
create an illustration of how they would develop a piece of 
land. Then, while outdoors, they built their ‘development’ and 
collected natural vegetation they found streamside, to create 
bank stabilization landscaping.

I witnessed an evolution in the students’ awareness of rivers 
and human impact on ecosystems over the two months we 
worked together. On our first few treks down to the river, the 
students would sometimes forget their snack bags by the river.  
They also struggled to identify animal signs. By the last class, 
they were careful to not only pick up their own items, but also 
trash left behind by others. They were also able to observe key 
components of animal habitat and animal tracks. Students that 
started out saying bugs were gross later had to be coaxed with 
stickers to stop their macroinvertebrate investigations and put 
them back in the river. 

It was great watching them view their surroundings with new 
eyes.  While guiding the students to enjoy, understand, and 
bond with our wonderful watershed, I overheard the following:  

“I loved learning about how to look for animals and find 
their tracks by the river.” Maria – 5th Grade

“What each person does adds up and makes a difference 
downstream. We should be careful not to put bad things 
in the river!” Garrett - 3rd Grade

“It was really fun to look for bugs in the river. They were 
really cool looking!” Garrett - 3rd Grade

I look forward to meeting more student explorers this spring 
as RFC continues to offer after-school enrichment classes 
throughout the Valley. 

Afterschool Exploring on Enrichment Wednesdays
By Megan Dean, Watershed Educator

Eco-Products, Inc. is a Colorado-based company that makes sustainable disposable products, such as paper plates and cups, and 
each of their products is compostable. Eco-Products generously donates their products to non-profits, including RFC. If you ate 
breakfast with us before the Fryingpan Cleanup or joined us for lunch at the River Float, then you’ve used renewable products 
from Eco-Products. In 2014, Cleanup and River Float participants used Eco-Products to collect four cubic yards of compost and 
100% of the recyclables. In recognition, Eco-Products has highlighted RFC as a case study in its 2015 sustainability report. 

This report, released on Earth Day, highlights Eco-Products’s 2014 initiatives to be an environmentally and socially responsible 
company. The report cites that Eco-Products selected RFC because we make it a priority to divert waste from our events.
 
The report is accessible on Eco-Products’s website at http://www.ecoproducts.com.

Eco-Products Showcases RFC in Sustainability Report

THANK YOU to the 2015 Fryingpan River Cleanup Sponsors!

Ace Hardware of Carbondale
Alpine Bank
Anonymous
Arch Angel
Basalt 7-Eleven
Basalt Lions Club
Gary Blackie
City Market
Colorado 500 - Peppy & Wally Dallenbach
Eagle County 
Eco-Products
Evergreen Events
Marianne Antoniak & Stan Gerbstein
Grossman Family
Hyde Family Foundation
Kercheville Family
Cornelia & Meredith Long
Janis & Bruce Merrill
Jean Moore
Jean & John Morris
Northwest River Supplies
Roaring Fork Club
Earlene & Herb Seymour
Starbucks
Timberline Bank
Timbo’s Pizza
Town of Basalt
Pam & Dan Turley
Wunderlich Family
Robert & Sarah Woods

LEAD SPONSORS:

The River Stewards partnered with the crew at the 5Point Film Festival to help deliver much 
needed adult beverages to film goers. By volunteering in the bar, Steering Committee members 
were able to engage with the patrons and provide a connection between "The Important 
Places" film and the Fryingpan Cleanup, scheduled the following day, to help with community 
activation. Rivers Stewards had a great time and very much appreciate the crew at 5Point for 
allowing them to volunteer and interact with everyone. 

RFC educators appreciate receiving kind, affirming notes 
from both teachers and students. We wanted to share this 
one with all of you. Thank you, Johanna!

February 27, 2015

Dear Roaring Fork Conservancy,

The instruction from your educators, Megan and Sarah, at our snow 
science day was excellent.  The ladies presented the information 
in a professional manner and at all times, the kids were totally 
attentive.  The class began with a local viewpoint on the importance 
of snow to our state and country and then they used the Roaring 
Fork watershed to connect the information to our area.  I was as 
interested as the students, even though I have seen the presentation 
in the past. When the class went outside, the hands-on aspect 
of the instruction totally engaged the students.  The kids were 
interested in the presentation and they loved the outdoor activities.

Climate change is impacting our lives and will increase every year. 
Educating students on these topics gives them information that will 
make them more sensitive to the environment of our area and the 
world.  The content of the snow science instruction is incredibly 
important for the future.  I will continue to support the snow science 
day and encourage more teachers to participate in the Roaring Fork 
Conservancy program at Aspen Middle School.

Sincerely,

Johanna Mueller
Johanna Mueller
Teacher, Aspen Middle School
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WATERSHED EXPLORATIONS
Events Calendar

For more information and to register visit:

www.roaringfork.org/events

GOLD MEDAL PARTNERS
Carter & Dane Brooksher
Randy & Ken Kendrick
Barb & Pat McMahon

Roaring Fork Club Partners

CORNERSTONE PARTNERS
Judy & David Baum
Eleanor & Hal Davis

Janet & Robert Hoffman
Ann & Tom Korologos

Dianne & Jim Light
Cornelia & Meredith Long

The Roaring Fork Club
Carolyn & Dick Shell Family

David Wilhelm

SILVER MEDAL PARTNERS
Community Office for Resource Efficiency

Mary & Jim Griffith Family
Judith & Nick Huston

Hyde Family Foundation
Colleen & Craig Slater

Mary Ann & John Virant
Kay & Robert Watson

BRONZE MEDAL PARTNERS
Elizabeth McGeachin McKee Foundation

Julie D. Roth Charitable Fund
Bonnie & Harry Kloosterman

Ann Nichols  
Diane & Rob Schwener

MAJOR DONORS
Sue Anchutz-Rodgers
Beaudin-Ganze Consulting 

Engineers
Mirta & Ramiro Betancourt
Town of Basalt
Isabel & Joaquin Blaya
Bluegreen
Robert & Grace Brod Family 

Foundation
Sherry Ann & Edward Dayton
Joseph Dockery
Anne & John Doerr
Beth & Tom Eckert
Kathy & David Finholm
Frederick W. Grover
Bruce T. Halle Family 

Foundation
Kelly & Rick Hiser
Ruth & David Hoff
Carol & Michael Hundert
Nancy & Don Kempf
Marianne & Dick Kipper
Larry Lebarre
Dan Moody
Bill Poss & Associates
Sara Ransford
Maren & Don Schuster
Nancy & John Schneider
Anne & Bill Tobey
The Estate of Otto Louis Wille
Phyllis & Larry Yaw

COMMUNITY GIFTS
Ashby Baker
Charlotte & Dan Blanks
Chris & Jack Bergstrom
John K. Binswanger
Annatje & Ted Borchelt
William Browning
Catto Charitable Foundation
Scott Chism
Christy Clettenberg
Cindi & Jack Donavan
Jennifer & Stephen Ellsperman
Lynn & Leon Engel
Mary & Craig Fenneman
Nanette & Jerry Finger
Sheila & David Fuente
John Gavin
Karen Gray
Marianne & George Hartnett
Melinda & Jeffrey Hildebrand
Scott M. Honour
Becky & Sammy Johnson
Ramsey & Steve Kropf
Tommy Latousek & Eva 

Malanowski
Christine & Andrew Light
Lodge at River’s Edge
Lindsay & Rick Lofaro
Debbie & Bill Montgomery
Rick Neiley
Win & George Norman
Marina & Tim O’Keefe
Gail Orrick
Jan & Pike Peterson
Lynda & Stewart Resnick
Jenny & Todd Sauer
Sopris Engineering
Sarah & Robert Woods
Val & Fletcher Yaw

MAY
	 7 	 Heron, Eagle, Osprey Watching
	13 	 High Altitude Heron Watching
	20 	 Ruedi Reservoir Tour & West Slope Water
	27 	 Birding Maroon Creek Wetlands
30		 11th Annual River Float

AUGUST
	 6 	 Filoha Meadows Family Exploration 
	 8	 Filoha Meadows Family Exploration

SEPTEMBER
	10  	 Aspen Tap: Drinking Water Tour
	12 	 Family Fall Exploration at Filoha
	24 	 Filoha Fall Evening Walk

JUNE
	 4 	 Northstar Roaring Fork River Float
	 9	 Deer Hill Early Season Wildflower Walk
	17 	 Northstar Roaring Fork River Float
	23	 Rio Grande Wetland Walk
26 	 Crooked Creek Wetland Project
	29	 Family Filoha Fireflies, Bats, and Bugs 

JULY 
	 1 	 Filoha Firefly & Rare Orchid Walk
	 7 	 Filoha Firefly & Rare Orchid Walk
	 9 	 Filoha Firefly & Rare Orchid Walk
	13 	 Family Filoha Fireflies, Bats, and Bugs
	15	 16th Annual River Rendezvous
	21 	 Family Filoha Fireflies, Bats, and Bugs
	22  	 Filoha Firefly & Rare Orchid Walk
	23 	 Family Filoha Fireflies, Bats, and Bugs
	29 	 Holden Works Tour - Water, Salt, & a 	
		  Thirst for Riches 
	31	 Twin Lakes Tunnel & Diversion Tour
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Staff & Board Flows River Stewards Update – 
Spring 2015 Sheryl Sabandal, Development Associate

Sheryl joined Roaring Fork Conservancy in May of 2015. 
A born and raised Midwesterner, Sheryl graduated from 
Indiana University with a BA in French, minor in Nonprofit 
Management, and certification in ‘Fund Development for 
Nonprofits,”from the IU school of Public and Environmental 
Affairs (SPEA) and The Fund Raising School - IU Center 
on Philanthropy. During her senior year she learned how to 
ski at Buttermilk here in Aspen, CO and moved west after 
graduation intending to stay a single ski season. Five years later 
she joins RFC from Aspen Skiing Company (ASC) where she 

worked in Ski School Operations and interned with their Sustainability department. She looks 
forward to augmenting her skillset in the nonprofit and sustainability realm with a deeper in 
understanding of water issues facing the Roaring Fork Valley and the American west. Sheryl is 
passionate about travel, learning new things, and good food.

Sarah Johnson 
Roaring Fork Conservancy would like to thank Sarah Johnson 
for 8 years of dedicated work on behalf of the rivers and streams 
in the Roaring Fork Watershed.  During her time at RFC, Sarah 
coordinated school programs and Watershed Explorations, each 
year reaching thousands of students of all ages. During her time 
here, Sarah’s impact rippled state-wide through her contribution 
to the Colorado Regional Environmental Education Leadership 
Council and Colorado Alliance for Environmental Education. 
The hard work, dedication, and passion she brought to RFC 
will be missed as she moves on. We wish you all the best in your 
future endeavors, Sarah! 

The River Stewards had a wonderful 2014, 
continuing to promote awareness among 
the Valley’s active, young adult community 
of the Roaring Fork Conservancy’s mission. 
The River Stewards wrapped up 2014 with a 
November showing of Powderwhore’s latest 
movie “Something Else.” It was a fun night with 
a packed house, great beers, and an even better 
raffle! It was a perfect end to the year and start to 
the winter season.

We began a new year of events by hosting another 
round of Jeopardy! in Carbondale. This was 
the River Stewards’s second time hosting this 
event and its theme, “Snow2Flow Jeopardy!,” 
reflected our effort to educate the public on the 
importance of the winter snowpack to our rivers. 
There was a full house for the event, hosted by 
Carbondale Beer Works, and thanks to many local 
businesses, there were ample prizes awarded at the 
end of the night.

The River Stewards are looking forward to a 
number of events as spring comes and the rivers 
begin to rise! We were at the Fly Fishing Film 
Tour hosted by the Wheeler in March. Many who 
came by our table in the lobby answered some 
trivia and won fun prizes. In April, we were at the 
5 Point Film Festival in Carbondale, and recruited 
participants for the Fryingpan River cleanup that 
same weekend. On May 21, the Stewards will host 
the Reel Padding Film Festival. The films in this 
festival seek to inspire more people to explore 
rivers, lakes and oceans, and embrace the lifestyle 
and appreciate the heritage of the wild places we 
paddle. At the end of May, the Stewards will help 
host RFC’s 11th annual River Float. The Stewards 
are looking forward to a busy spring!

The River Stewards are proud to welcome aboard 
Dan Berg, our newest River Steward. Now with 10 
Stewards living and working across the Roaring 
Fork Valley, we are more excited than ever to be 
engaging young people around our rivers.

Catherine Berg,  
River Stewards Steering Committee Member

Jacque Whitsitt
Jacque recently stepped down from the board, serving since 
2012 as the Town of Basalt representative. Thank you for 
your contribution to RFC!

Ramsey L. Kropf  
Ramsey Kropf accepted a position in Washington D.C. as the 
Deputy Solicitor for Water with the Department of the Interior 
which required her to relinquish her position as President of the 
Board of Directors with RFC. We wish her all the best in her next 
adventure. Ramsey’s significant contribution to RFC’s vision and 
leadership will be greatly missed.

S. Chapin Lewis, Esq., Watershed, Action Volunteer 
A native of the Roaring Fork Valley, Chapin concentrates his 
practice on water and natural resources law.  He is helping 
RFC comment on the development of Colorado’s historic 
state water plan.

Pat McMahon 
Pat joined our board of directors in the fall of 2014. Pat and his 
wife, Barb, split their time between Basalt and Iowa. Pat and his 
family are passionate about our local rivers and spend ample 
time on the water. Pat is an avid fly fisherman and enjoys upland 
bird and archery elk hunting. Pat sits on the board financial 
committee and the River Center working group.
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($25,000 or more)
Aspen Community Foundation - 

Aspenglow Fund
Janice & Philip Beck
Rich & Nancy Kinder
Pitkin County

River Conservationist
($15,000 - 24,999)
Alpine Bank
Carter & Dane Brooksher
Patsy & George Conrades
Cornelia & Meredith Long

River Protector
($10,000 - $14,999)
Gina & Tucker Bridwell
Eagle County
Barb & Pat McMahon

River Guardian
($6,000 - 9,999)
Louise & Clay Bennett
Gary Blackie
Pat Cooper
Hyde Family Foundation
Bonnie & Harold Kloosterman
Clarisa & Tom McMahon
Pat & Jane Bolin Family 

Foundation
Judy & Charles Tate
Kay & Robert Watson

River Monitor
($3,000 - 5,999)
Judy & David Baum
Sandie & Archer Bishop
Charlotte & Dan Blanks
Sandy & David Burden
Kathy & Bob Courson
T Danis Charitable Foundation
Eleanor & Hal Davis
Muffy & Andy DiSabatino
Mary & Neil Dorflinger
Nan & Hugh Williamson, El 

Puente Foundation
Marilyn Getz
Jennifer & Cap Grossman
Joyce & Bill Gruenberg
Ruthie & Dave Hoff
Judith & Nick Huston
Nancy & Don Kempf
Marianne & Dick Kipper
Ann & Tom Korologos
Ann McAlpin
Janis & Bruce Merrill
Ruedi Water & Power Authority
The Forest Fund, Inc.
Cheryl Ann Towning
Margie Weber
Rivers Council
($1,000 - 2,999)
Arch Angel Concerts
Kara & Nick Armano
Ashley Friedman Advised Fund at 

Aspen Community Foundation
Blum-Kovler Foundation
Sue & Mike Bowlin
Janie & Edward Bradley
Bristlecone Mountain Sports
Robert and Arlene Cook
Carol Craig

Karen & Robert Davis
Mara & David Deniger
Cindi & Jack Donovan
Anonymous
Cinda & Donnelley Erdman
Ernst & Wilma Martens 

Foundation
Jim Gilchrist & Lynn Nichols
Mary & Jim Griffith
Frank J. Guyol III
Robert Hirsch
Marnie & Lee Hogan
Bob Holt
Kirsten & Kyle Johnstone
Randy & Ken Kendrick
Laura & John Marlow
Laurie & John McBride
Ginny & Joe Mello
Christy & Richard Montgomery
Jeanie & John Morris
Jane & Marc Nathanson
Ann Nichols
Jan & Pike Peterson
Lynn & Bill Rafferty
Lynda & Stewart Resnick
Bill Riffle & Ruann Ernst
Robert Pew and Susan Taylor
Nancy & John Schneider
Trish & Mark Seaman
Wendy & John W. Seiple
Taylor Creek Fly Shop / Vail 

Resorts
The Robert and Margaret 

McNamara Foundation #3
AJ & Michael Thompson
Anne & William Tobey
Betsy & Charlie Townsend
Carol & Mack Trapp
Carol & John Walter
Mary & Hugh Wise
Sarah & Robert Woods

River Partner
($500 - 999)
Wendy Aglietti
Anonymous
Stephen & Susan Baird
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy Bernstein
Annatje & Ted Borchelt
Beverley & Norm Brown
Kay & John Callison
Caryl & David Cherry
Community Foundation for 

Northern Virginia - The 
Grymes Fund

Janice & Leroy Duroux
Pamela & Bruce Earthman
Mike and Laura Kaplan Advised 

Fund
Jack McKay & Leslie Ann 

Gallagher
Berthod Motors c/o Don Gerbaz
Stanley D. Gertzbein & Marianne 

Antoniak
Denise & Andy Goldfarb
Eveline Hoffman & Joel Strumph
Ann & Joe Kercheville
Ramsey & Steve Kropf
Mark Lantz
Mimi & Donald Leslie
Peter A. Looram
Lynn & Frances Mayhan
Heidi McGuire

Jean Moore
Win & George Norman
Linda & James Painter
Hensley & James Peterson
Sara Ransford
Anita & Merlyn Sampels
Andy Sandler & Karen Degerberg
Maren & Don Schuster
Daniel & Isa Catto Shaw
Sarah & Richard Shaw
Sandy & Stephen Stay
Nancy & Bruce Stevens
Lucia Swanson
Ellen & Buddy Temple
The Nick DeWolf Foundation
Pam & Dan Turley
Suzanne & Michael Vernon
Connie & Jon Warnick
Jay Webster
Jean & Bill Wunderlich
Carolyn & John Young

Spawnsor
($200 - 499)
Peppy & Wally Dallenbach, 

Colorado 500, Inc.
Dana Adoretti
Tim Mills and Sherri Antoniak
Rebecca Ayers
Thomas Bailey
Town of Basalt
Chuck Bellock & Maggie Morrison
Blue Sugar Productions
Blue Tent Marketing
Carla & Dan Bolin
Nancy Boyer
Eileen & Frank Bresnan
Michelle & Ronald Brown
William Browning
Barbara & Franklin Carson
Betsy & Jim Chaffin
Marlane & David Cherry
Dexter & Dennis Cirillo
Judy & Stan Clauson
Lise & Howard Cohen
David Corbin
Marcia Corbin
Susan & John Cottle
I. McA. (Mac) Cunningham
Marletta & Robert Darnall
Sherry Ann & Edward Dayton
Frances & Neil Douthat
Martha & Bill Drake
Joy L. & James S. DuBose
Arlene & Bob Earhart
Phil Eastley
Beth & Tom Eckert
Jennifer & Stephen Ellsperman
Ashley & Andrew Ernemann
Matt & Karen Fairbairn
Jim Finch
Nanette & Jerry Finger
William Fisher
Jane & Bill Frazer
Gran Farnum Printing & 

Publishing
Greg Hales
Barbara Hammer
Margot & Dick Hampleman
Heirlooms
Kristen Henry
Tat & Bobbie Hillman
Roger & Katherine Hinds

Kay & Ned Holmes
David Houggy
Anita & Donald Ingle
Sandy & Charles Israel
Jack Wilkie Builder, Inc.
Mindy & Nate Kaegebein
Sandy & George Kahle
Sharon & Michael Kaiser
CP & Stephen Kanipe
David Swersky & Geni King
Jan & Jim Kingham
Darrell G. Kirch
Nancy & Michael Kish
Marianne & Bill Lederer
Christine & Andrew Light
James W. & Dianne G. Light
Casey & John Livingston
Rich Lofaro
Claudia & Fred Lummis
Tina & John MacDonald
Kim & William Madden
Debra & Reagan Majoria
Ed Mascarin
Suzy & Bill McKee
Sally & Mike McLarry
Debra B. & William A. Meyer
Michael Miller & Carol Murphy
Liz & Jim Milton
Andy Modell & Rebecca Doane
Lesley & Bob Morse
Rick Neiley & Maria Maniscalchi
Wendy & Roy Nunn
Patti & Mark Overstreet
Sue & Kirk Patrick
Melinda & Norman Payson
Everett Peirce
Frank S. Peters & Marjory M. 

Musgrave
Sondra Pfeffer
Henry Pitot & Kika Dudiak
Yosefa & Craig Platt
Betty & Jan Rietdijk
Judy & Jim Rifkin
Carol & Walter Ruch
Cindy & Andy Russell
Jim Schreier & Jean Turner 

Schreier
The Susan & Ford Schumann 

Foundation
Diane & Rob Schwener
Carolyn & Dick Shell
Martha & Thomas Singleton
Lorraine & Pat Spector
Sunsense Inc.
Julia Loo & Steve Sutcliffe
Tony Thelen
Valerie & Michael Thompson
Timberline Bank
Richard Timmer
Trout Unlimited Ferdinand 

Hayden Chapter
Linda Vidal
Cynthia Wayburn
Sherry & Brit White
Donna & Roy Wiedinmyer
John & Johnne Winter
Mary Logan Wolf
Alexandra & Dr. R. Douglas Yajko
Phyllis & Larry Yaw
Valerie & Fletcher Yaw
Susan & David Young
Thelma & Garry Zabel

Outfitter
($100 - 199)
Dana Adoretti
Bob Anderson
Barb & Bob Andre
Melissa Armstrong
Aspen Grove Property Services
Anne & Thomas Baker
Charles Balbach
Bonner & George Ball
David Behrhorst & Donna Fisher
Jane Billingsley
Lynn & Bruce Bowen
Caroline Bradford
Lotta & Stuart Brafman
Darrell Brown & Suzanne McNitt
Mrs. James Bulkley
Oni Butterfly
Aaron Calcott
David Caldwell
Molly & Steven Child
Climate Control Company of 

Glenwood Springs
Karen & Dan Comings
Jeff Conklin
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan
Nancee & Ben Dodge
Wendy & Albert Draina
Ellen T. Knous, CPA
W. Durand Eppler & Jean 

Scandlyn
Sandra Eskin
Lee Ann Eustis
Darlynn & Tom Fellman
Kathy & David Finholm
Donald J. Fleisher
Marylee & Howard Foley
Amy & Robert French
Rhonda & Jeff Fromm
Charlene & Stan Gardner
Jean & David Goldstein
Tom Gorman
Eric & Gwyneth Gosney
Donna & Bernie Grauer
Phoebe & Larry Gruel
Maura & Kim Harrower
Judy & Jim Hartley
Casady M Henry
Sue & Robert Hess
Karen & Stephen Hessl
Mary H Hirsch
Dan & Judy Hobby
Ann Hodges
Gail & Phil Holstein
Katie & Rob Holton
Home Waters Real Estate Group
Debbie & Richard Jelinek
Sandy & Peter Johnson
Susan & Albert Kern
Cil & Richard Klamper
Sarah & Steve Knous
Patty Kohler-Overstreet
Ann Koveleski
Tinka & James Kurtz
Marilyn and Henry Lee
Rosella & Dave Leety
Carol & Bill Lightstone
Jessica Lorah
Amory Lovins
Mechelle & Tony Lugard
Edwin Macleod
Kristen & Patrick Maley
Martin Manosevitz

Martha & Michael McCoy
Fran & Jack Mikaloff
Bob Millette & Maggie 

Pedersen
Barbara & Jons Milnor
Janet & Bob Mineo
Debbie & Bill Montgomery
Carolyn & Tom Moore
Mark Munger & Lauren 

Hirsch Munger
Frank & Mary Jo Murphy
Emily & Thomas Neel
Liz & George Newman
Jane & Clarke Nims
Holly Pagan
Richard Parachini
Ginny Parker
Terri & Bill Parsons
Jayne & Bill Poss
Emily & Ken Ransford
Hope & John Reese
Kristen & Troy Rhudy
Annette Rikimaru
Margaret & Dwayne Romero
Donna & Gino Rossetti
Mary Russell
Douglas J. Sanders
Seven Star Rebekah Lodge 

No. 91
Earlene & Herb Seymour
Jocelyn & Mark Shelton
Margaret & Mike Simmons
Ashley Smith
Christopher B. Smith
Bill Spence & Sue Edelstein
Kathleen B Sullivan
Karin & Harry Teague
Gerry Terwilliger & Anna 

Naeser
Mimi Teschner
Denise & Tom Tomaskovic
Gerard Tomasso & Sherry 

Caloia
Susan & Chris Touchette
Christie & Tom Triplett
Roz & Tom Turnbull
Monica Viall
Stella A. & Michael Wagner
Nancy & Tony Warren
Gayle & Richard Wells
Letitia Wenisch
Roger Wilson
Jackie Wogan
Paula Young
Shauna & Raymond Young

Basic Member
($25 - 99)
Pauline Adams
Anita & Paul Adolph
Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Diane & Sreve Azorskh
Mary P. Ballou
Gerry & Bruce Barker
Ruth & Jim Barnes
X. Bartlett
Nicole Beeson
Sallie & Tom Bernard
Nell & Bill Birk
Thompson Bishop
Verena Frei Bishop
Cynthia & Christopher 

Blachly
Liz & John Bokram
Kip Bossong
Stevie & Gregory S Bovee
Karen & Ted Bristol
Claire Britt
Edward C Brown
Cindy & Hap Bruce
Julie & Dick Bulkeley
Bill Burge
Shelley Burke
Helen & Roger Carlsen
Susan Rhea & David Carver
Merrilee & Robert Clark
Tania Clark
Janet & Ned Cochran
Gus Daniel Collias
Barbara Collins
Michelle Collins
Peter Coppolillo
Stacey McLendon Craft
Linda and Robert Cutter
Kristjan M Danis
Dr. Roger Davis & Dr. Nancy 

Thomas
Megan Dean
Steven Deliyianis
Nancy Dever
Doris & Chuck Downey
Judy Dysart
Shaine Ebrahimi
Pamela Elsner
Lee A Erb
Judy & Mark Feinsinger
Kathy & Greg Feinsinger
Diana & Dave Flett
John and Mary Lou Flynn
Lisa & Brian Flynn
Molly Irwin & Joshua Fogg
Anne & Phil Freedman
Bev & Will Frothingham
Mark Fuller & Penny Atzet
Mike Garbarini
Jon Gibans
Terry Glasenapp
Krys Greenwood
Libby Gregg
Saundra & Darryl Grosjean
Shayla & Jason Groves
Don Gunther
David Hamilton
Jane & Dick Hart
Adele Hause
Jamin Heady-Smith
Cheryl & Tim Heng
Robin & Kendell Henry
Sherry & Rick Herrington
Brigitte & Mark Hilberman
Karl Hoff
Lauren Hoffmann
Nancy & Peter Hoffmann
Janis and George Huggins
Ellen Hunt
Michael Hutton & PJ Wallace
David Hyman & Barbara Reid
James Ingraham
Jo & Wayne Ives
Jim Jensen
Peter Johns
David Johnson
Elizabeth & Andy Johnson
Eric O. Johnston

Ruth Johnston & O.B. 
Johnston lll

Denise Jurgens
Amy Kaiser
Ryan Kalamaya
John Katzenberger & Deb 

Jones
Ann Keller
Gregory and Pamela Keran
Nick Kilbourn
Mary & John Killebrew
Ryan Kinder
Lani Kitching
Mark Kittle
Leigh A. Lamitola
William Langley
Barbara & Michael Larime
Lorchid & Ronald Larue
Terry Lee
Jean & Richard Leety
Denison Levy
John R. Lewin Jr. and Heather 

Tattersall Lewin
Laurie Loeb
Rick J Lofaro
Beverly MacCachran
Tilly & Parker Maddux
Lauren Marie Manzke
Joani Matranga
Jerri & Harry Mayer
Buzz McArthur
Dottie McArthur
John McDermott
Pat & Jerry McGrew
Christina Medved
Ray Meyer & Cathy 

Montgomery
Lee Mulcahy
Jane & Darrell Munsell
Kelcey Nichols
Marina & Tim O’Keefe
Megan & Kevin Passmore
Steve Pfeiffer & Anne S. 

Cooke
Patrick Pharo
Lauren M Pierce
Lynn & Kenneth Plank
Kathryn Powell
Frank Quigg
Julie & William Remsen
Shirley Rhudy
Rachel Richards
Amanda Rider
Ken Riley
Gerry Roehm
Sarah Roy
Katie & Tom Rubel
Trudy & Fritz Rudow
Heather & Greg Rydell
Kerry & Charlie Schaefer
Carson Schmitz
Larry Schneider, MD
Judith J. Schramm
Linda J Schuemaker
Jani Schumm
Jim Sears & Andrea Holland-

Sears
Nancy & Mark Silverman
Susan Spielman
Alan Stengel
John Stickney & Lee Beck
Walter Stoeckl

Nina & Dick Stumpf
Richard J. Stumpf II
Ned Sullivan
Toni Swersky
Kathleen Sydoryk
Andy D Testo
Dianne & Dale Thiel
Nancy & Armand Thomas
Phyllis & Robert Throm
Karen Toth
Jamie Tredeaux
Wenert Trich
Chris Truax
Linda Ukraine
Kellie Ulrich
Shelle DeBeque and Hank 

van Berlo
Donna I. Van Hoy
Hunt Walker
Regina & Peter Waller
Pat & Ralph Wanner
Becky & Craig Ward
Curt Warnecke
Melissa Waters
John Werning
Jannette Lin Whitcomb
Phillippa & Richard 

Whitcomb
Janine Whiterell
Deborah & Michael Wilde
Marilyn Wilmerding
Lee Wilson
Bob Wolff
Mary & Ron Wolff
Lara Xaiz
Cindy & Ed Zasacky
Paul M Zimmerman
In Memory of Joe Tita
Annette Rikimaru
In Memory of Joe Anderson
Christina Medved
In Honor of Marina and Tim 

O’Keefe
CP & Stephen Kanipe
In Memory of Dale and Jean 

Christensen
Diana & Dave Flett
In Honor of Rick Neiley & 

Maria Maniscalchi
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy 

Bernstein
In Honor of Ian McLendon
Katie & Rob Holton
In Memory of John Wenisch
Letitia Wenisch
In Memory of James Duke 

Logan and Dorothy 
Darrough Logan

Mary Logan Wolf
In Memory of Paul Boyer
Nancy Boyer
In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. 

Bud Williams
Ruth Johnston & O.B. 

Johnston III
In Memory of Robert Paprocki
Sharon & John Graves
In Honor of Cheryl & Tim 

Heng
Stacey McLendon Craft
In Memory of Kea Hause
Tony Thelen

RIVER CURRENTS 
is published by Roaring Fork 
Conservancy biannually. Roaring 
Fork Conservancy is the watershed 
action and education organization 
for the Roaring Fork Valley. Our 
mission is to inspire people to 
explore, value and protect the 
Roaring Fork Watershed. We are 
an independent 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit organization based in Basalt, 
Colorado, the geographic center 
of the Roaring Fork Watershed. 
Roaring Fork Conservancy was 
founded in December 1996 to 
bring people together to protect 
our rivers. We appreciate your 
support and comments.

Board of Directors:
Diane Schwener PRESIDENT

Rick Neiley VICE PRESIDENT

Jennifer Sauer SECRETARY

Ted Borchelt
Stephen Ellsperman 
Jim Light
Rick Lofaro EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Pat McMahon
Don Schuster
Larry Yaw
Valerie Yaw

Program Staff & Associates:
Rick Lofaro
	 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Megan Dean
	 WATERSHED EDUCATOR 

Larry Gruel  
	 CONTROLLER

Heather Lewin 
	 WATERSHED ACTION DIRECTOR

Seth Kurt Mason 
	 HYDROLOGY

Christina Medved
	 WATERSHED EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Chad Rudow
	 WATER QUALITY COORDINATOR

Sheryl Sabandal
	 DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE

Rose Ann Sullivan 
	 STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

Sarah Woods 
	 DIRECTOR OF PHILANTHROPY

River Stewards  
Steering Committee
Kara Armano, CHAIR

Catherine Berg
Dan Berg
Jeff Conklin
Nick Kilbourn
Brian Long
Natasha Lucero
Cal Viall
Monica Viall

Thanks to our newsletter sponsor:
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ROARING FORK CONSERVANCY
P.O. Box 3349 ~ Basalt, Colorado 81621

protect our rivers  

  

save dateTHE wednesday
15th july 2015

River Rendezvous16th Annual

Fryingpan
On the banks of the

(970) 927-1290 ~ www.roaringfork.org


